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| The principalloppoticions 

; Hatthe B aptifine of Children is the marke of | 
| theiDeatt.; | 
That cucry member of a true vifible Chinech 

mutt be baptifed again 
3. Thatnone ought tobe | Baptiled bet ore hee bee, 


That the members of their Church, are all 
generate and baputed , and} iS the heavienly 
Jerufalem. | 
5 That fone of thefe may fall away and perith, : 

That thete is no true Church to be feenein the 
world themfelues at this day. 
With diners other falfe Doctrines which are . 

grounded vpon thefe principles, 
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THE CITIZ 
THE HEAVENLY 

S. 1LEAL | 
INCREASE OF TR fe TH | 
And heauenly Wifedome be multiplied 


yon, with Peace and pro/perivie 
in thefe latter daves. 


And to al her well affected Friends, that defireto 
 fecher Beautte, andto dwell w, 
Gates, | 


Friend of rs fi 
Citizens, Upworthyto 
take part with you 
your riche) peculiar 

things, makes bolde to 

prefentc ate your 
| dre, treafures which I 

| bane found And alfo 
moft carnc[ly intreates 
You to me 
Jour main engmleswha 


| 


to your Citie andall your print ‘dees. Pray 


| with me the Lord, Jour God, that bis ti uth may take 


| 
‘Be & 


| 
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t 
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TotheCitizensof 


place tn the hearts of men and bee regarded, and shat | all 


to hefe things I entreat At your hands making | 
nodoubt of your diligence herein. Goebut vp to the top 
of mount Sion, anmavoufhall fee your enemiesroundas 
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the hateful enemies therof,ind their lies may bebought 


bout you with their {lields in their hands and ther 


drawn : but be of good couraze, feare nothing, 
your God will them into your bands, andtheir 


meapons fhall you confume like flraw with thefire of bis 


word,and the Citie yall be your's and it (Vall not be 
taken fi yom you, nor the treasures thereof out 0, your pef- 


. The dates are come wherin truth preuale, 
And now deere friends tolet you underftand my canfeof 


writing to the aforenamed Mafler lohn Smithand Its 
company, It fell out of late that 1 being in company with 

(ome of them , had fome conf.rence with them, wherein 

they feemed ver ywell affected to the. things thatI fpake 


vntothem., Oneof them anfeering meinthefewords, 


conldwillingly let allthefe things which you haue ard, 


gor downe into me, but onely the to the affemblies, 


another of them an(wered him in(lantly, youhcard what 
be fayd for that: they requelted me that I would 


fet the things downe in writing, which hadbeene faid, 


and they would.either anfwere or [ubfcribe unto it, 


> 


which thing I thought good to performe. fare 
Anabeloucd friends,though ve the worthy of you 
allto plead your caufe, vet being mooned at their requejt, 

hans made bold,and alfofecing afterwards forme writings 
of theirs publifhed im Print, I was emboldened the more, 


Twas it was his he = 


perceining therein their defperate refolution , proclat- 
ming open war, challenging al,andtherin the city of God: 
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be my protector in the defence of his owne Citie, Ithere- 
fore toote his word and promife for my {bield, with this 
confidence that he would not leawe me till they were oner- 
_throwne, ether weapons Ihaue none except the wordof 
the [pirit,The of the learned difputers of this world, 
loo ke not for,that is wot my profefien. Truth Ihope yee. 
fall find,' ut vefed in avery lowand fimple Coate , Me- 
thodl did forgetymatter onely was in my mina,the enemy 
came ‘af vpon me that skill w.ts latde afide. 
hope hath kept mecompany, though I could not garni{h it 
with Rhetoricall ornaments, And therefore moft noble 
and courteous Citizens, hanz made choice of you before 
allother to Dedicate this meafure of truth becaufe 
knew,although you be the nobleft Citizens in the world, 
yet are ye the poore/t in{pirit,your hearts can floope, and 


eyes can\looke below,you are come downe from the 
Milles of pride,to the vallies of teares,yet can goeuptothe 
top of mount Sion you looke not after the glory of this 
| world, nor the wifedome thereof, It 1 fo lifhves in your 
thoughts, which are feafoned with heauenly wifdome , if |: 
truth come you embrace it,you looke not vpor the coate of > 
him that brings you iuflifie 1am pleafed, what 
 othegs [ay ana indce ( for my part) I paffe not,but for 
their parts, them tobe aduifed and to giue care to 
voyce of the Spirit and the Bride,which cricth,come 
whofocuer is whofocuer will,and take of the 
Water of life freely) 
dndtothe endyour Mother,deere Children of Ieru- 
alitth refrelb the [perits of her wellaffettcd 
beene fo long time wearted with the 
larres and contentions that bane beene about her vifible 


thought goodto publi{h chis {hort + 
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“To the Citizens ofthe HeauenlyTerufalem. 
her unto the open veiwe,that they might fee her fruits 
what they be her her priniledges,andher markes, 
whereby flee may bee feene andknowne from thefielly ~ 

bosflers of thefe diftaftfulltimes, whohaning beenefo 

long accuflomed toearthen cannot difcerme mop 
tafl that which commeth from abone, and ae not 
onely the generall,but (pecially the reformifts, andrefor- 
mers, willnot onely diftafl like wayward children but 
fpurnc againfiyet will Inot be di(couraged, for there 
alittle remnant that thirfteth for reliefe, (otheybere- 
frelhed,I paffe not for the reft, for lknow-true wifedome 
| which és alwates from aboue path beene,isand {hall befor 
iuflified of her Children,and they {hall fee Ierufalem 
 tothetr great toy, wheres the other groping inthe dark, 
floallncuer behold that holy Citre,nor pertake of her pris 
 utledges for ener. And although the hath cried + 
tered her voice many atime,and few or none regard 
what {hee faicth yet can {hee not holde her peace, butfbee 
pleade her Childrens caufe,again(t thofe that lay 
claime tothe:r right and inheritance, chaliengeng them 
the field, and jetting up a flagge of defiance 
the Citie of truth and the God of 1(raell. Behold here comes” 
one the leaft of ten thoufand,that doth accept the challenge 
feeing others doe hold their peace, and although heeknow 
not how to beare armes inthe fields the manner ts, yet 
he promifeth in the name of the God of Iacob,with a fling 


anda flone,to bring their champion onhis knees, forall 
flout words, that-his army whotruftedinhim,maybe 


to take their ‘fucht,and you entoy your Citie in 
And thusmoft nobleCitizens farewell. 


faithfullftiendtilldeath, 


at 


mpaniewith 


| to 


Wh 


~~ them falfe, whercby alfo you haue made your 
felfe more ynablé and. vnwilling to reuoke them,though 
they be proued fo} Much better therfore had it bene for a ; 
~ tohaue left that Paper vnf{tained by your hand, that fhould 
paint forth an yntruth,and neuer haue fet Pen to write, but, 
tothe ynchangeabletruth of God,of which you neuerneede 
— repent,and whereof the Church of Chriftis the piller, Con- 
fderin alfo pow danger cuery one doth fall into, 
is toadde or diminifh from ortothe intentand 
Iwouldtherefore you hadbeene better aduifedbefore 
had publifhed your bookes, You thought yourfelfeas 
fully fatisfied when you were ofanother minde, Youknow, 
- oratthe left,there be that know them that haue three,foure, _ 
fiue times changed their Religion, thatthoughtthem- 
| —— feluesas fully fatisfied euery timeas you thnike your felfe 
whatthey are now(fome of them)! wil not fay. And 


_euery man fhould pubtith bookes fo often as they change 
their mind, how many Religions then fhould fpring from — 

man, and he perhaps be author of fo many fects, what 
of bookes are there at this day of feuerall opinions? 


Ma 


¢ therfore no more matter for the fire,there is ftraw and 


 flubble enough already.Speake truth, for the day ofburning 

isathand,And whatfocuer you do,looke to the maine,leaue 
not the foundation as fome haue done: Hold faft the begin- 
‘nings leaftyou neuer come to the endes, And I prayGod 


*  deliuer you from the Curfe of Sinai and her fonnes, Hagars 


| children,And bring you all vnto the bleffings of mount Sion 
andinto the reft and freedome of her children, euen Saraes 


M.Ioun Smita, andtothe Co 
him at Amflerdamin Holland. “a 
H Mafter I would for your owne fake 
AN you had not written with fuch affirmation, : 
Many things which you haue alfo made fo 
AY publike,the whichyou can neuer call home | 
againe: although you your felfe doe finde 
| 


priuil cdges y , and of her feabelity and of her 
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A or fearch of Mafler Smiths Charch with a 
| 

difcouery of the unfoundnefe and Ruinoufnes thereof. 

| 3 An examination of a principal anfwere of his, where 


many of his other reafons doe depend againfi 
the Baptifme of Children,and the confutation thercof: 
icien< reafons and proofe for the lawfulnes of — 
them,and that the Baptixing of Children 
cannot marke of the Beaft. 
4 Of the Commonslty and Commons of Chriflians in 
generall,and wherctn (pecially they are to be diftinguis 
dand bow the Commoners ought to carry sa = 
 felues toward the little (peciall onesyand how the 
gialldoand ought to walke towards theCommoners. 
Of Chriftian libertieyand of the of the Aus 
ghorit yof Magiftrates and how all are bound a 
Reprehenfie (on of Mafter Smith fr bis ol chil 
Afboort defcription of the contentions of thefe times. 
10 Of Stons Reflauraticn, the fallof her greateft enemy 
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fittethofliuing tones And the gates of Hell 


| Ome fhall perifhit at is of this holy Temple. 


| 


Nd leaft [runne into your fault, 


» AN: (% with you, as of my felfe 1 haue_ 


10 ftrength to ftand more then 


and though I haue not-the skill’ 


-ofthelearned Difputers of world; yet Lhopethe 


Spirit of Trueth will fo dire&t me , that I fhallrather 


fay, [know not, then fet downe and affirme that for — 


you: By the grace and affiftance |' 


and fall into the fame daunger 


tructh,which (hall befoundalie. Thisthereforelfay 


and write, not refpedting what you haue faid, nor 
yy Arguments tothe contrarie. 
That the Church which the Lord doth build,con- 


garding your ma 


not preuaile againft chat Church, orany one ofthe 


{tones thereof, bat it fhall{tand and preudile againft 
Hell, andthe {nares of the fecond death, fo that 


For | 
4 
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To Mafter lonn Smith, and 
co the Companie with him at Am- a 
| fterdamin Holland. 
| 
| 
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Tothenew SeHtof — 


For Church of Chrift and cuety fione hee’ 
} per.z.g,7. Of, is framed and fathioned from aboue, hehimfelfe 
is the foundation and chiefe corner ftone. And all 
the ftones of this building are his brethren , reborne 
made a new, not in thew, but in very trueth, not 
for atime, butfor not one of them (hall 
“il ‘fill off 
icy are all of them is foun- 
| datiog whereon they reft, and whofeftrensthdoeth 
Met 16.19. ftaythemvp. Great priuiledges hath this Church a- 
boueall other, forto it hee hath given thekeyes of 
the ingdome of heaven, to open and thut, to Linde 
andlgofe: And where two or three of this vniverfall 
Matt, 18.18.20, Church of Chrift, confifting of ftones, of life,arega- 
thered together in his Name, hee hath p romifed and 
Hot Eile to be in the midft of them, ed what 
theybinde in earth, is boundin hesuem, avd whatfot- 
‘wer they loofe on earth is loofed in heauen: And where 
of|them fhall agree in earth vpon any thing 
whatfoeuer, yee fhalPdefire it fhall bee giuen you | 3 
kbd (faith hg) of my Father which is in heauen, 
eybeas6. This Church: is one, the Faith is one, the Baptifine 4 
is alfo one and the fame in cuery ftone thereof, not 
on nne,butintheheart. 
Rocke is Chrift, that their one 
‘heis the Prince of their Faith and Hope, and his Fa- 
ther is tliere one God and Father alone, whoisa- | 
boueall,and through all, and in them all, praifed for 
ener. this is lerufalem from aboue which Saint 
faitlhi)isthe mother ofysall,andisfre. 
this and a them are thole little ones, 


whom 


Fj 
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whom (the 
better thata Milftone were han about his necke, 


haue eternall life, As itis written; Come ye bleffed of my 
Father, inher t the kingdome prepared for you from the 


Gt. Yeediditt 
brethren, vee did it tome; And againe , Whofeeuer Mat 125. 34,3 


-receiucth one of the leaf? of thefe lettle ones tu my ame 


doe thefe things : 


rdfaid) whofoeuer fhall offend : 


and that he-we escds in the dep of the Sca, {fo pre- 


cious in his fi Ae arethey all, zd whoforwerfbzll give. 
but acup of cold water,to anv one of the left of thefle,in my Matke 9.41. 


Name (faith th¢ Lord){ball not leefe his reward,but {hall 


beginning of the world: For 1w.ts.an hungrie,-and you 
& sue me meate I was athirftand you gaue me drinke, 
| thefe (faith he)sf but to the leaf of thefe 


(laith che Lord) receéucth me,and with me him that 
Me. happie man therefore, that can perceiue and 
But hee that defpifetis you, defpi- 
{eth me, and hin thar fent me. And this is it which 
John meaneth. | that faith he is in that light 5 and; 
hath his brother is in darkeneffevntill this time: Buc 
he which loueth his brother abideth in thatligh t,and 
there is none oecafion of euill in him. And againe, 


_ Hereby we know thatwe are tranflated from death rlobn 3.16, 


to life, becaufe we loue thebrethren, meaning the 

Lords brethren, the little Sheepe, to whom he will 

fay, Come yee bleffed inherit the Kingdome for e- 
uer: T ouetheir enemies , If they Matt. 


feede if they they giue then drinke.if they curfe- 
they bleffe, ifthe perfecute, pray and weepe for 


them. 


Andthefe the light of thie world, the Cc 


ona Candleftiche, the Citic Hill, where: 


of 
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Kewel 3.12, 


21, 


of Dauid {pake when hefaid,Glorious things arefpo- _ 


 kenof thee, thou Citic of God, and thisitonewill, 
he mayvifibly fee,for aCitic fet vpon ahil cannot bee 


inuinble,) 


Andto this alone ts power giuen to binde and 


Joofe, toremitandtoretainefinnes , euentothelel 


‘meane are thee Keyes giuen, whom God approueth 
will approue for ever: Indeede many are called, 
 butthefe are they thatare chofen, thefe loue one an- 
other, and thereby doe they know each: other to bee 
borne of God, and to be loued of God, and that they 
_docloue God, I fay, for that they loue thofe rhat are 
borneof God: Asitis written, Hereby weknowthat 
Jobn.3.3. yeeare\in him. Andthis is the kingdome which the 
faith; Ne man can[ee but he that is borne acaine. 


2.5. 


29. And this is that houfe of that royal Prieft- 
hood of,thepeculiar people, the congregati= 
on of the firft borne,who are all written in heauen, 


 Thechofen generation, and people {erat libertic:1f 


receiue its thefe arethey that haue the pre- 
eminence,thele are all the Prielts of God, andierue 


inhis fempleforeuer: Thefe he hath made pillars 


in his houfe ,/and fhall goe no more out: thefe are. 
bleffedjand holy and haue al their parts in thefirftre- 
furreStion,and thall notbe hurtin the fecond death, 
Thefearethey that are rifen witlrChrift, and fecke 
thofe things which are aboue,who are dead to finne | 
this world.thefe are they that haue 
Ouecrcome the world , and haue received the white 


‘Rewel. 20.6. 


aa 


ftone,and the new name of the Lord. Andthis isthe 
buker2.32. little Aipcke to whom he faith,Be of good cheere, for 
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Reb tifed Separati > 
itis your fathers to giue akingdome. 
Andthis aloneis that Citie of God, which oncly is Rewel 3.1. 
named the new lerufalem,andthefearetheCitizens, 
and of thefe the {cripture meanes,which faith, WV here 
two or three be gathered together in my name,there | 
am 1 inthe midft of them,And behold I am with you 
(faith he Jvnto the end ofthe world. 
Butperhap$ you will fay, ifthisbeethe Churchof 


‘Chrift, which you haue here defcribed, towhome Objection. 


the Keyes of the Kingdome of and all thofe = 


and priuiledges doth onely belong then was 


there neuer fuch a Church in the world, in one fel- 


lowhhip congregated and conftituted by baptifne, 


pertaking together in the Lords fupper,and all other 
-exercifes of Religion , confifting onely of fuch vn- 

moueableftonesas you fpeake of:For withtheLord 
him{elfe,and with his eleuen Apoftlesonewas,who 
_ did proouea diuell, And many alfo were with Chrift 
before and were Baptifed,which fell away, and after. 

_ wards with his Apoftles alfo which fell away and 


were offended. 


Icis true indeed, but what faith it, Ifthey had bin 4x/were. 


of vs, they wouldhaue continued with vs but of 42.19. 


that Church they neuer were, thathath the prehe- 

Minence,andvnto whom thofe excellenttitles and 

treafures of Gad doth belong : for althoughthey did 

partake with them in receiuing the word,and 

uing the truth thereof,and ofthe clementifh Baptif- 
me, and the fignes of the Lords bodie and blood,and 

other fuch like common things: yetweietheyne 
Merbaptifed inheart, returnedandbecameas little 
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Mat:18.3. i: 


6.$3. 


Toln 6.54. 


| wer Ce 


-_ eternall life abiding inthem, whom the Lord Iefus 


Queftion, 


yet did euer eat his fieth, drinke 


his blood,truly and indeed by faith:for wrdnt wherof, 


they could neuer enter into the kingdome of hea- 


wen: hor yet had euer life inthem, asit is written. 


And therefore ofthat Church and kingdome they _ 
heuer were, nor yetdid ever partake withthemin 
their peculiar things: nor neuer came into their 


courts of reft, nor Citie of peace. Butto the retur- — 


ned little ones, doeall thofe gieat things belong; 
thofe excellent ‘priuiledges, ‘eulen to them that cate 


his flethyand drinke_his blood: : who haue all of them 


will raife vp at the la{t day,as hehimfelfefaith, 

But how then did that Church iudge of them, — 
‘(you will fay) while they were withthem , did they 
not belecue that they were returned, and ‘didthey 
not accompt of them, as they did of thofe that 


were returned and borne againe: that had eaten 


deth, and drunke his blood vnto eternalllife: 
-fecing they were baptifed with them,and did eate the 
{ame bread, and drinke the fame wine with themal- _ 
fo,did they not iuftifie them,and pros of them as 
ofther 
Church did neuer fo approue of they 
were nevterfo blind and defperatly bold,as your Ma- 
{ter Smet , to iuftifie and approouc of thefe whom 
doth condemne : they are not {o rafhas you; 


andyour Church, to affirme they know not what: 


They are better aduifed and better taught then fo: 
That Church & kingdome which we fpeake of, was _ 


neuer in her cntercomoners, 
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and approue them as borne againe: becaufe they did 
partake with her children in all thefe: common 
things : But (he and her childreniudgedalwayesthe 
 gruchofthem, and neuer were deceiued concerning ~ 
They receiue the word with ioy and gladnefle, asat.13.20. 
They tooke the Plough by thehand indeed, The 
foule {pirit was gone, the Sowe was wafht,theblade 
fprungvp : Thefechings the Church didfee, and 
know was truein thems and{fofarre itdidapprooue 
of them,& did yeeld vnto them the common things, 
and were of one accord therein together. The — 
Church & ftones oflife looked for fruit fromthem, 
but fruit they neuer faw : They hoped the beft, till 
they faw the worft : They knew notthetree, but by 
the fruit,and that nottill ic had brought forth, either 
goodorbad. Butby their fruicthey doknowthem 
as itis written, Doe men gather Grapes of Thornes, _ 
or Figges of Thiftles ?cana good tree bring foortl 
fruit, or a bad tree good fruit? no notpoffible.A 
good tree cannot bring foorth euil! fruit,neither can 
_ abad tree bring foorth good fruit: euery tree that 
_. bringeth not foorth good fruit,is hewen downeand 
caft into the fire. The Scripture doth neuer any 
where teach or {peake like your Mafter Srth, That 
-euill trees may be knowen to be good trees, by 
ting of good fruit, and yet be cut downe and caft in- 
 tohell fire,for bearing ofeuill fruic: for youfaythat 
atree which fhall boa wen downe, onethat may 
 fallaway, doth bring forth as good fruit,as the good: 
or good ground doth; andthac there 
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differencebe difcerned by their fruits between then, 


contrary to the Scripture which faith to the 
drenofthekingdome. Yeefhallknowthem bytheir 
d trees by the good fruit Te 
which they bring foorth, from the trees that bring 
not foorth good fruit, and from the-euill trees which : 


fruits, Meaning the go 


A one foorth euill fruite. And as they knowe cer- 


| tainely, the goodtree by his good fruit, andtheeuill 

tee by his euill fruit : fo they doe alfo know that 
thofe trees which growe in the ‘Lords field, ftan- 

ding as branches th the vine, and bring not foorth 

fruit are accurfed like the figee tree, & mult be 


Mat hewen downe with the euill trees,and caft into euer- 


laftingfire. 


Obiettion. perhaps you will fay,thefe trees cannot be fo 


diftinguifh’t and knowne till theend, for the Lord 


He that endurcth to the end,fhall befaued.And 
 therighteous man may fall from his righteopfneffe 
2647 (as teftifieth the Prophet)and die. And the vnrighte- 


“ous man turne from his vnrighteoufneffe and liue. 


So that therecan beno fuch certaintyas you fpeake | 


ofvatill theend. 


‘Heere I would firttknow ofyou, what ende ye 


thinkethe Lord doth meane’, whether the end of the 
world,or the end of their life in the flefh?If you mean 
end of the world,then Prophets, 


and Apoftles might yet peri(h, for to thatende 


are not yetcome: Butthiey are and fhall faned, 


therctore that end it cannot be:what then ? the ende © 
ofthe lifeinthefleth that endisitwhich youin- 
tend,| dare fay, Then indeed there is 
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and borne.againe from aboue, may fal away 


Mentor day: ofhis death sthercforethatend 


| ground which neuerbto 


worlddoechoake, Andfo:thérighteous, man doth, 
fall from hisr 


kingdome of The) vncleane 


| the, 


Rebapti fed Separ ati, 


the Do@rine of yourfellowes:, the Dutch: Anabap- 
tilts nue, who-affirme tharthe moft righteous man, 


and perifh at any time, euentllhis laftthowre: then 
fhould mans faluation depend vpomhislaft 
the Booke life,tillhe bedead:orelfethey may haue 
their names blotted outagaine;afterthey be written = = 
therein,as indeede they doeaffirme:Butinanmaybe 
certainely affured of reconciliation with God, and. rov.r.38. 
that his nameis written inthe bdake of life and. | 
ledthere, by an indelible couenant, before the mo- 


itcannot be. 
Bur not man fallfromhis Obietton. | 


Such righteous men,as I told you of ma 

fall frony’ their tig hteoufnefle, Eail Tee ahd cui 
ughtfoorth good fruit. Asi 

from fome the foulesoftheAire catch away the feed: _ 

that is fowne in theie harts, ahd they fall. away: fome. 

by nart offended, &fomethe cares of this 


ighteoufnelic. The wethed 
nedtowallow. m ‘The dog tohis Peden, 
vomit apainr. Ploy gh by, ‘the hand he 
hath looked behind him,and is made vnmeete fi 


that wasicait out; isrecurned with feauenworle then 
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ende ofthis man is worfe then his beginning : It had’ 
beene better for him, that he had neverknownethe 
way of truth, his condition was better before hee 


to0ke the Plough in hand,then itis now in this end. 
of his,;whercin he hath given it ouer, turned: backe & 
entertained his euill companion againe, with feauen 

Qu Butwhatis then the end, which whofocuer endu- 

reth vntoyand doth atraine.fhall be faued? 


Theend thereforeis the fruit, as reaping is theend 
| ofPlough ng; And as weelooke for fruite after wee 
haue fowne our Corne in the earth : So doth the 
Lord looke for fruit of thefeede he hath fowne in vs. 
Such fruite as whofoeuer bringeth forth thall neuer 
be hewen downe and given to the burning fire. But. 
is like the tree planted by the river fide,which bring-- 
~ eth forth his fruit in duc feafon, whofe leafe fhall nor: 
thisis the plantation of God, and thefe ate 
histrees , and thie of his owned Vine Chiritt 
Yefiussand euery branch that beareth fruitin bim hee. 
pu th like a good husbandmang that it ma | 
tolde you before:yer ifyou will haueitagaine, 
Loue, cuenthat new commaundement, the perfecti- 
onwhich the Lordcommaundethjfaying.Be yeper- 
feétas your heavenly Rather as : Iris the firft 
refurreéctionwhich wi ofocuerattaineth,is blefled& 
holy for cuer. ‘They that attaine to this end, are blef-- 
ras 6, fedintheirlife, andbleffedat-their houreofdeath, 
78.9.:011. andbleffed atthe endotthe world, andblefiedtor 
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Rebaptifed Separati(ts 


Theferighteous men newer fall from their tighte- 
 oufines, them names are neuer rafed out of the booke Mat.z8.14. 
oflifebut vnrighteous men mayturneto their righ) 
tcoufnes, And therfore theferighteous men, en- 
courage all , exhorreall, hope all things, endure 


allehings, forbeate and are gentle vnto all, And wai- 


tewith patience , laboring to fee ifby any means, © 

they will bring forch fruit,euen the fruicofthe 

tree, The good fruitwhich when they fee,they do re- 

joice & imbrace them, knowing thereby that they are 

borne of God theit owne father, as Children ofthat _ 

holy Church Ierufalem their mother: purged and 

purchafed through his cternall Teftament, inthe 

of that one Lord the Lambe , to be amholy ha- 

bitation to himfelfe for ever, And here is noloue 

betweenethefe brethren, fuch louebetweene 

as neuer was betweene earthly brethren. 

 Asthe ftocke they came of in their new generati- 9.1. j 

ondothexcellin glory, inriches,in power;inwife- = = = 
dome,inbounty,in mercy,andloue: allFathersand = 

Mothers in nature, be they neuer fohighinplaceof 

thoufandthoufands ofGoldand Trealure, totheir 

 Children:and poffeffe them of allthepleafures thar 

theworld can afford : and with all the fignes of loue 

_ that nature can expreffe. Ifay, as the great God of — 

 Heauen doth excell the greateft that euer was on | 

earth: Andas his loue is infinite beyond theirs ,and 

his abilitie alfo to performe the fame: So doe the. 

§ifts,the fignes and feales of hisloue excell theirs. 
— And as his children doe come of amore noble Biles 


ftocke andare more honoutablic 
dedeuery way.So doe they excell inloueten thou-* 


 fand degrees, for chey loucfor other andgreaterre. 
Andasloue was the beginning andcaufe of 
gto. this happinefle: euen the loueof the cternall God, 
the Scriptures witnef{c: So loucis the end oftheir 


Conuerfation,ta and through lefus Chait, ycterday 
80 day ,and the faine for ever. 
is that name fecretly written vpon them, 
no man Reade or know it, but theyalone 
which haue it, and vpon them onely is his Name 
written: New as itis Written: Him that 
Ouercommeth, willl make a Pillar in the Temple 
myGad; And he fhall goe no more out; AndIwill 
write vpon him the name ofiny God, thename 
ofthe Citic of my God, euen the Terufalem 
which commeth downe from heauenfrommy God, 
And my new name, Andihis is theende, which 
whofocuer endureth ynto, is faithfull to the death, 
and fhall recciue the Crowne of life. Many fille 
Prophets (hall arifeand deceiue many , and becaufe 
niquitie fhall abound, the loue of many fhall bee 
€0Idsbuthe that endureth to the end, this true 
and perfeétloue, the contrarie to iniquitic, and to 
thatiscold,he thall befaued. | 
 Andthis is the Baptifme ofthcholy G Shot and fire, 
a even the fire of Gods loue,the coals wherof are fiery 
coales, and a burning flame which much water can 
-notquench, neither the flouds drowne: But it brea- 
keth foorth and returneth fuch aloue to his Godand- 
Father, and to his Lord and redecimer , as no.man 
knoweth, 


3-12. 


Mat.24.13.12.. 


is 


fathers Childre 


|fhehungerort 


| {pcaketh the trutl from his hart, and with his tongue. 


Ininiquitie, bucalwayes in thetructh, and in doing 
( 


: the goodtree and the bad? 
| foorth, which fell away. Their blade was neuer like jie, 3.1- 3 


[ dings. Thofe firft were neuer like thefe laft, which Matth.22. 14. 


“to the worlds end, Toit the Nations flocke to 
and{eethe things that were of her fo famous thr 


world. To whom thee cried, faying : Come 


Separati 
knoweth, buthethathath it, Andfucha louetohis 
thofe little ones,his and his Lords 
brethren, as they neucr know ar thafl know who 
are neucr ‘borne | 
Yca, he eure Ton to al men cucn to enemies. Prou. 11,22, 


irft he feedes and giues them drink, x oe 


and fo heapes coales ofthis firevpon his head. Hee 


vieth no deceit. Hee eftcemeth: nothimfelfe, butis. 
vilei in his owne yes, Hee enuieth not. The Sunne cy, 
oes not downe ypon his anger: Hee reioyeeth not 


good to others : not her owne. 
are not thefe fruits which may betweene 


Thefefruites thoferighteous men neucr brought 
this fui: : Their heginnings were neucr like thefe en- 


are the firft, cuenithe firft borne; For many are cal. 


led but fewe chofén. | | 
And this is lerufatein, that poor litle fweete “he 
ly Citie, which hath bene troden vnder feete of thofe n 
heathen Gentile Courtiers, and outfide Chriftians, 
not worth the meafuring,thefe many hundred ye:es. 


And this is the Hill which onceftood vp abouethe 
Hils, whofe light did fhine from Eaft to Welt, cuien 


whofocuer will, and take of the water of life frecly, 


; 
1 


~ 


-~ 
4 


Alls 20,29. 


Rewel,1%.3. 


things: And were not onely beleeuers of thetrueth, 
and Baptifed with the Baptifmewhichthereuntobe. 
longed,but were Baptifed in heart brokenand diffol. 
ued intoa thoufand teares And belecued in him 

who alfo Baptifed them withthe holy Ghoftandfire. 


freely offered them: the common 
day ofaccount fhouldcome; defpifed the little 


deede ofthe outward Court, gathered {trei 


babes. 


-andthree yeeres, and yet reigneth,andfhall till, 


pon that woman which faith: [fir being 2 
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whereat many reioyced,be\ceued and were Baptifed, 
Of which fome were made pertakers of her peculiar 


The other hard and vnbaprifedin heart, refufing thar 


‘aith and Baptifme which they had receiued, fuffici- 
ent to feruetheir turne: Suppofing that one Talent 
kept, would {tand them enough infteede when 


ones thatwere borneand Baptifedtromaboue. And 
thus beganthe my{terie of iniquitie to Worke, and 
grew vp in time aboue the Hill of God, and like — 
Woltesfpared not his locke, tooke poffeffion in- 
igth, got 
ahead: And trode downe that liberall free . itic, the 
true mother and nurfe to the Lords lambes and 


This head of theirs is that great Antichrift, thac 
beaft which rofe out of the fea, with feuen heads and 
ten hornes: who hath reigned now twelue hundreth 


feuenand fiftic moe be come. And then his dayes 
his times,moneths and yceres.fhall beaccomplitht, 
(cuen one thoufand two hundred and {ixtie.)and his 
Crownes puld from his head, his Citie burnt with 


weenc, am no widow, and flall fee no mourning, 
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thal come fhame and confufion, howling and cry- 3 
andveter defolation: cuen fhe which now cal- 
‘Jeth herfelfeby the nameofthetruemother, and 
like an-harlor challengeth the husband of the true ; 


fpoufe to bee hers. And thefeare the ofspring of Mat.+3.35. 
Caine, the race and line of thofe Pharaftes , at whofe 
hands the Lord faid fhould be requiredthe bloodof 
all the Prophets, fromrighteous Abe/to Zuthartasy 
yea, thefe areall onghoufe withthem. Andfoareall 
theaflemblies and congregations inthe world, be 
they neuer fo clean¢ without,doing the fame works, 
being foule within nd doemake oneandthefame 
pencration with thea, and with all {uch heathen 
the world, being vacircumeifed in heart like them. 


To fulfll che word of the Lord which faith, That 
her fhould be found the bloodof allhateuer for is 
Nehteoufnetie wereflaine vpon the earth. Prouing 
indeed that all that are vncleane in heart,and doe the 
fame workes, doe 


, doe make one generation, bethey’ 
Whatthey wall. Thefe-are all the eiull feed, the chil- 
_ dren of the wicked and ofthe bond woman, Thisis 
Hagar andher fonne'which mutt be.caft our, ‘Thefe 
_are theferpents feedithat neuer. didloue thefeed of 
 thewoman. | 
you Mafter Smith vnderftand not thefe things. 
fo,you fhut out houfe fromthefe times, you 
Willhauethe Church of another fathion , you will 
it of your building 3 you like not the! 
frame Whichthe Lordalloweth you willnot haue 


fomany forts of veffels in the Lords great houte, as 2. 
Scriptures.doe {peakc off, andyeryouwillhaue 


more. 


2 
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| 
“more in bis little {pirituall houfe then the 
loweth.You will not haue veffels of gold, offilaer, 
of wood and of clay; fometo honour, | fometo dif ae 
honour,inhis greathoufe, together incommons: 
_» And yetyouwill haue veffels of difhonourto par. 
in the peculiar things pertaining onely tohis 
little houfe, andto be of it. But the beft i istheLord 
hath not made you the builder of his houfe, hee 
meanesto build{ftillas hee hath euer done his little 
fpiticus ll houfe himfeife hee will hauethe veffels 
thereafallof gold andfiluer, prepared tohonour: 
build you and prepare the other of wood and clay 
for this greathoufebeallonein commons, 
yetit is two in {pecials : which fhall be more atlarge 
dittinguifhed hereafter. But wee will firft {c¢ 
fathion your houte is of. 
andbeing borne againc, and baptifed, they areall 
Citizens of ‘the heaueoly lerufalem, andthe Con- 
gregation of the firftborne : the peculiar people, 4 
and holy nation , thofe returned little ones, | 
which the Lord fpake of. And that nonebut fuch 
ought to be baptufed,and that whofoeuer is b tiled: | | 
before he isreborne of the {pirit : that ba bapeifie he | 
-Antichriftian,;and muft be reuokedHe Gift 
new creature, and then rebaptifed, And yet you fay 
fome of thefe may fall away and perifh. ‘This isyour 
Church you fay,and fo it is conftituted. Indeede, yeu 
framed it 
_ The foundation is fand , and the toppe is fo light, | 


that the winde will catri¢ it to perifh: for fo 
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baptifed into his 


ptifed Separati ifts. 


you and itr ay well be; for an errour in 
ground worke doth argue flight worke in theraifing 
finifhing for he that is careleffe in laying the 
foundation of his houfe will furely be very negli- 
gentin the framing and ending thereof: and ifaskil- 


tull workeman fhould fearch that houfe, he fhould - 


a doubtleffe find many vnfound ioints therein. 


But fome man perhaps will fay , that Mafter 
foundatit 1is very found and fure , for hee 


begins with regeneration , and hee will none 


hurch, tullhee be borne of God: 


and who can lay amore fure foundation then this? 


Indeed a faire fhew it makes,but we will fearch ie 

the toppetothebottome: forthoughhethac 
builds ahoufe, doth firft begin withthe foundation 

and bottome thereof ; yethe that will pulldowne 
that houfe, had needefirftbeginatthetop. There- 


fore wee will fearch it from the top to the bottome, 


and by that time wee (hall lee whether i itbee 


found or no. 
Your EonichiGbied is, that tiene of your Church 


may fall away,and fhall perith sand yet you {ay they 4 
 areall of them thofe little ones whom our Sauiour 


fpeaketh of: this iseuen as contrary as faluation 


_and damnation: forthe fame Lord faith. Iris not the © 
will of your heauenly Father, that one of thefe lic- Mat. 18.1 
ones fhould perifh,but your will is,they fhall. 
The Scripture faith , thatthe Congregation of ate: 


written in heauen: but you fay 


thefirtt borne, art 
- fomeof them are written in hell. Chrift faith, the 


of hell fall ot Church, 
-and 


Ob dion. 
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and many other moft fure thatthefecond 
death fhall take no hold otany one oftheleaftitones 
thereof ; but you dare boldly affirme the contrarie. 
And yet you will baptife none,but fuch asare borne 
‘anew, you fay : and that none ought to bee baptifed, 
burfich alithe one; whichis the beginning & foun- 
dation of your building.And how contrary are thefe 
things ? How weake and rotten is your worke,from 
thetop tothe bottome? For whereas you fay, that 
none ought tobee baptized , burthey mutt be firft 
borne againe,jt is veterly falfe: forthe Scripturefaith 
 thatlefuis made & baptifedmoeDifciplesthen 
Fon. 6.53.60. Andit faith alfo,that when the Lord told them, that 
exceprthey did eate his eth, anddrinkehis blood, 
| they hadnolifein them ( which is the chiefe and 
| prncipay point of regeneration) they an{wered, It 
was a hard faying, who could indure it? which pro-- 
euidently they were neuer borne againe, and 
. yetbaprifed : for euery Difciplewas baptifed. And 
+ they: were Difciples, the text faith: and whatfoeuer 
he were that did fubiect himfelfe to learne, and came 
into the fellowfhip, was one o: the difciples,though 
he were not one of the new borne babes. Thefe _ 
things areas cleere asthelightthroughout theferip- 
* | tures : but you being ignorant of the Scriptures 
through your wifdome,would delude vs with doubt- 
full!and double {peeches , as you do fome innocent, 
(as hope)and vpright foules,that dependvpon your 
wifedome and'skill, whofe confciences (I perfwade 
my felfe}doetellthem,alisnotwell. 
You ftriuefo much to make your Church differ 
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h of the Iewes : becaufeyoumiftay 
king, would have the whole eftate of the lewes 
Church containe the bond woman and her fonnes 
andthe whole ftateof the Gentiles Church to 
_taine the free woman and her fonne:fo that you will 
 haue your Church not onely to differ fom the Iewes 
Church, but from the very word and practife of 
| Chriftandhis Apoftles F and from the Church that 
You willnot hauea fonne of thefree woman in 
lewes Church, nor the fonne pfa bond womaa 
inthe Gentiles Church: but all muft thew forththe’ 
fruits of regeneration that ought to be baptifed, and 
fo confequently being all reborne and baptifed, mult 
needs bee the children of the free woman. Whata 
| Laborinth haue you brought your felfeSyourcom- 
| 


pany into? You will haue all your Church to bethe | 

fpirituall feed of Abrabam: and yet that fome of them 11.26. 
may,andthall proouecaft-awayes, contrary tothe 

| ~ Scriptures which faith, All Ifrael fhall be faued:mea- 

 ningall Abrahams {pirituall feed,lewes or Gentiles. 

Isitpoffible that yecan be ignorant, how inthe 

_ Churches of the Apoftles times,there were many e- 

ull workers euidently knowen , vnreturned , earthly 
minded ; of whom Saint Paw/ faith, Many wake, of 


_ Who I haue told you often, & now tel you weeping, 
&c. Isnotthis manifeftly tobefeenc 
_. Did the Lord himfelfe whe knewe all thinges, © ie) 
entertaine Difciples , baptifing them whom hee Jem 6.¢4. 
knew did not belecue in him, nor yet werexre- 


oughout all 
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him. 


The 


change his ordinance, reieéting {uch as then hee en- 


tertained: If hee had intended, that none fhouldbe 
| baptized, but fuch as brought forth the truires of 
generation, hee would not haue then baptized, nor. 
furtered any to be baptized, that were not art 


regenerate, feeing that he knew them one from 4no- 


ther, he would haue giuen vs example both by him- 
felfe and his Apoftles : and would not haue baptized 


one, whom hee knewe thould 


ord. I fay who haue his 
and hauk taken He ‘bett,and left the worft at his plea- 
fure: If he had beene {o difpoted, or had intended to 
make the outer Court of his temple, as pure as the 
Ne it felle, whereunto none doth come to facri- 
fice, but onely his royall Prieithood. Did the Lord, 
fil who all things, doe thus to ‘gat 
in thee cafes, whatto doetothe worlds end? And 
dare you which know nothing in comparifon, take Be 
vp on youto teach him, andto contradict his pra- 
? Did hee entertaine allthat cameto him: Into 

his outward Couit,yeeldingvnto them allthecom- 
mon things thereof? And dare you fo boldly to. 


any one, but -4brahams true {pirituall feede, who™ 


fhould firft haue W rought the works of Abraham, of 


whom not one fonne ot perdition thould cuer hauc 


beene found. This would the Lord haue done, 1 fay, 
if his will and truth had fo been in this outward con- 
dition of his Kingdome,he would haue per formed i it 
pericctly. Secing hee could doe in this cafe what he 
auld he would not haue beene found vngaithfull 


i | 


| 
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inhis houfe, (asi itis hee was, ifthat doditine 
ofyours be true.) All agree that the Gimepe know- 
Jedge i is greater | then the finne of ignorance. Did 


Chrifttknow his Fathers will was, thatnone fhould. 
be baptized but J sbrahams { pirituall {eed, and would, 


he bapuze thofe, that knew not what it was to eate Toh, 6.60. 


his Aeth and ehisbloud, which all abams. 
feed did both cate and drinke of, and therefore 

necdes know what: itis? would he haue 
Jnd,and baptized him, feeing he knew from the be- 
ginning that he was the child oye > and that 
he fhould betray him? 

No,no, Chrif 
allthete things, ithe had knowne his Fathers will, co 
~~ haue beene contrary, he would never haue finned fo 
highly againft Father with his kno wledge (as he 
did, ifthat be trug which you affirme.) 2 
Td But you are the lyar and the finner: be itknowne 
-¥ntoyou. that breake the law of God, and 

violate the word and waies of Chritt, by your curfed © 
waves and doctrine. For his will is ,that common 


things (houldbef or the many that are ‘called, but his 


peculiar things for the few that are chofen: Whaere-.- 


forehee -compareth the common Court andKing- 


our Lord would neuet 


dume ot heatien,to a Net catti into the Sea,which tae Mag. 13 47. 


keth ail forts of fith both good and bad. Andhis {pi 


rituall kinodome and holy temple, he compareth to 
a graine of Muttard feed to Leauen, fo afield wher- aad 33. 


inhtetha treafure hid of great worth, which whofo- 
ever Willenioy, mutt purchafe it with all hee hach, 
nich the Lord faith; Excepta man be 


3-47. 
13.3 


13:44 age 


4 
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enn 3.3. 


sas 


Matt.3.$2.) 


borne againe he fhall never enter into, nor ie 
Perceiue you not thefe things M Smith | are 
hidden from your cies? Then are you notthe Scribe 


thekingdoine of heanen, compared to ahoutholder | 


newandolde, 
peraduenture you will yet al 


Chiedan. thbin gh there be fome cau inthe Ner, chat doe af. 
_terwards proue bad, yet they were good when they, 
were firft caught, And bronght forth good fruite be- 


fore they were baptized ; and therefore Chrift gaue 
Rules to his Church , to the end that whe “any 
fhould oftend,if helwould notbe reformed, ter he | 
_ had beene orderly dealt wi:hall by the Church: | hat , 


bodie. 


brought forth good fruite , fhould euer bee cutte 


f 


Godisthe husbandman ofhis vine,and euery branch 


that bringeth forth goodtruite, thefamehe purgeth 


that it may bring forth more fruit?Did you euer read 


in‘all the Scriptures: that agood man oneofe4bra- 


feedyw hich brought torth good fruit, and did 


thew. da of Abraham: that afterwards prooued an 


euill man?and brought forth euill fruit,and was ther- 
forecut of for ever from the vine,and m Abrahams 


fpirituall houfe?H ath Chrift giuen rules to this end, 
to cut of fruicfull branches, Citizens of the heavenly 
f0 i call them all whom yee Baptife) 


| 


His 


which bringeth forth of his trealuric, things 


then hee thould be caft. out, and Al cut off fron the | | 


which the Lord {peaketh of, which is taught vnto. 


poffible that ia beanch of Vine which 


offfromthe Vine, for bearing of euill fruic: feeing 


fal 

i! 

| 

| 

| | 

3 

| 


| His rules are not for you , ifyou canrule no better 
 Buthee hath giuen them to his Church, you fay, of jection, 
~andweknow no Church hehath but oufs? 


/ 


' | Knowye not indeed ? are ye altogether ignorant ? Anfocre. 


fay you to Mafter Fraacis Tohnfon and his 
at Amfterdam? They boft as much of rules 
| as you.Andtoall the feuerall companies of your 

fellow Anabaptifts, who hauebeene fuch auncient 

 profeflors of your faith?Haue you fhutthem all out 
ofdores to day, andcame in your felues but y Gitex 


pray you tell vs one thing Matter 
By whatrule baptifed you your felfe? what worde. 

~ ‘or example hadyou for that in all the Scriptures? _ 
you afirme the baptifme of children to be the 

marke of the Beaft,becaufe,you fay,there is no word 

norexamplein all the Scripture,to proue that they 

may be baptifed: And yet durft you prefume without > 
either. word or example,to baptife an 


~ goabout to prouc that lawful which you haue done, 
byany word,or examplein the Scripture, I fay you 
cannot fet one {tep forward to that purpofe,but you 
allow thereby the baptifme of Children,] mar- 
Uell you did not preuent this obiection: which wil be 


asharda bone for you to gnaw vpon, as you thinke 
the baptifme of Children ts to vs.It was wonder you 
Wold notreceiue your baptifme firft,from fome one 
ofthe Elders of the Dutch Anabaptifts;bur you will 
_ beholyer thenall,and {ee how you haue marred al]. 
you Church your {clues you fay, and put 


| | 


a 
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a Church vpon your felues. What ftrange doubrfull 
{peechis this? What kind of Church is rhat you put 
vpon your {elues, and Church your felues withall? 


_ Doe you meanea Church of lime and ftone,made by | 
mens hands? Sucha Church you may Churchyou 
~withall,and put vppon your felues when you will. 


But thatis not your meaning,I dare fay , that is an 


abhomination in your eyes. You meane (If miftake 
{wo or three gathered together, &c Dee pull 


Chrift vnto them, and fo Church Chrift, and not 


themfeluessto fpeakefenfiblie. And is this your mea- 


Chrift faith to. as good men as you (none difprai- 
fed you have not Chofen me ,Burt I haue chofen you 


ning indeede fir? where read you or euer heard you 
‘heard 


AndvponthisRocke willl (nor Mafter Smith and 
_ his company )build my Church,nor.any companyin | 


i the world elfe,And the gates of Hell fhall not pre- 


againft ir.» Andwillyce know now to what 


Church he giveth theferules,ifye call them fo, And | 
I gine vnroit,faith hee, the Keyes ofthe kingdome of 
Heauen.And wheretwo or threebe gathered toge- 


ther in my name(Iwouldyouknew what this {In 


namejdoth intend)there am in the middeft of 

them,as if he had faid,where two orthree of thefelit- 

—tlercturned ones that belecucin me, whom my 
thers willis fhall be faued,doe at any time or in 

place gather together, in the fame faith and conf- 

dence putin my name.there will the middeft) 

of themsthat is,there will I make my habiration, in} | a 

| 


Church gnd my dwelling place ‘This is thefpiricua 


| 


(Cana. 
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ny tuch difference as ye Pret 


ed Separati 


this isthe little houfe 


Rebapti 


Cana anand land ofre 


great houfe there are veflels of gold,filuer,wood,and — 


_clayand they are but one in commons together, but. 


two inthe fpeciall peculiar things: Which are not 
diftinguifhed by baptifme, but by regeneration ; the 


‘U.Cor. 12,33. 


birth of water and of the holy Ghoft, andotherfuch > 


great and peculiar things. 


| 


tell me,are ye all entred into that reft?Are ye 

all the free-womans Children ? Areyeeall borneof 
God? Isthee ndt one amongft you thatlouesnot 
his brother?Is there not one among you that main- cy 
taines Herefie,which is a thing neceflary, that thofe 

which are approoued might beeknowne ? Isthere _ 

meuer aoneWweake amongityou, are yeeallftrong 

men in Chrift lefus?Is there none ofyou carnalland Heb. 4.1.7. 
yer in your finnes, thathad need beexhorted to vn- 
1arden his heart, andto ftudy- toenter into that reft, 


leaft he be depriued of his expectation ? Is there not 


one of all thefeamongft you? Are ye all'as one,& one 
as al?is there neuer a 


tifed with that one Bap} ifmefpoken of, & pertakers. 


of that firftrefurrection? Isthisyourfayingindeed? 

Hath the water of Holland wafhed yeallfocleane? -, 
Indeede if all thefe things be fo, thenthereis no 

coparifon between the lewes Church & yours, nor 


yetbetweene the Church ofthe Apoftlesdayes,and 


yours; but great difference. Though yet betweene 
the Church of Chriftin the Apoftles dayes, andthe _ 
Church of Chrift ynder the law, therewasneuera- 
end. For they had all the 


| 


 whofeveffells are all of gold and filuer. Butinthe Heb 
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fame Gofpelland faith, preached the fame baptifme 
ofrepentance, and purging of theholy Ghoft, euen 
theVery fame way ofentring into hisreft; andfome. 
were madepertakersthereof, andentred thereinto; 
hadthe fame keics committed vnto them, that are 
ftill giuen to Chrifts Church. Althoughwithmany 
ofthem that did pertake in Commons with then, 
God was not pleated, I meane thofe that werebap- 
tifedin the Sea, and circumeifedin the skin,ane off 
red their facrifices in common with them, as did 
Cain and Abel. Andwho might forbid Caz to offer, 
or J/mae/ to be civcumcited, or the hard-hearted Ifra- 
lites their baptif{me inthe Sea,or tie whole houfe of 
-Hrael, to come and offer vpon the braf¢n Altar, that 
ftoodintheCourtofthetemple? 
So now likewife and in all times, were and fhall 
be common things forall, and peculiar thingsfor 
the peculiar. The lcaft grace1s to be cherifhed: none | 
ought to be difcouraged; Magus Was exhor- 
tedtopray: [hey.that belecued the Gofpels truth, 
were baptifed, and receiied the fignes of Chrifts 
dic and b.oud alfo. In thefe common things they » 
did pertake With Chrifts holy Priefthood , his pecu- 
liar Church. But you fay thefe things are not come 
monnow, They were common once when trueth 
—tookeplace, as the Scriptures by examplesproue: 
tofuchas did beleeuethe Golpell, anddid 
“not profeflethe practife of iniquity, but profefled the 
and the truth thercot; thoiteh they were not 
circumeiied in heart,regenerate and become as litte 


| 
} 


 hildren, any moré then the Difciples were thatfell — 


away 


| 


| 
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{ 
é 
4 
j 
| 2. 
4 
/ 


tif od. Sepa aratifis. 
“away Chritt: and thofe asked, who thould 
‘be the greatelt, ahd many other: moew which the new 
Teftaments examples proue. | 
~ For tell me, fhall cuery one that is baptifed in the 
right forme and manner (for that ye {tand much on) 
vpon the skinne,beefaued? And euery one that re- 
ceiueth the Communion of the Lords body and 
blood (I meane i‘ figne thereof) be faued? I thinke 


you willfay no |: thenfay I, they are common. As 
onthe other fide, to beleeue in lefus Chrift, to put 
our truftin Godthrough him, to eate his fleth and 
drinke his blood « is eternall life, and is peculiar to 


hurch alone, 
leth. 


though God itidge otherwife. Doe you fo indeed, 
doth God iudge one thing, and iudge you another? 
doth God fay one thing, nd fay youanother? And 
doe youknow one thing | when God knoweth the 
contrary or daré yec afirme that which yee know 
not? I perceiue I muft fpeake plainely yout,you 


ate{la dull ot heatin 
mel did cuer Chrifts Apoftles and 


th true Church affirme any to be borne of God, that 
prooued otherwife? Di they euer iuftifie 


God condemnedyor condemne , whom God iuttifi- 


ed? Indeed the Lord faith t6 the Pharifees,you indge 


after the ourwar appear nee but indge righteous 7-24 
ee make cleane theoutfide , faith he ‘but if you” 


Mans, 


in the middeft of w he dwe'- 6.8 


But’ you fay \we all are baplifed, 


would make cléane the infide, the onrfide fhould bee 2326, 
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Obicition,  Butyoufay, A man may be borneagainetoyou, 


~ 


¥.Covin, TY, 
Afat.§.7- 


| 


33. 


 cleanealfo. They were ftri& in all finall common 


things, but the weightie matters they left vndone; 


to, which proueth men bleffed, as it is written. Ityou 
would iudge your felues, you fhould not be iudged : 


And bleffedare the merciful for they fhallobtaine 


mercy. 


though he be not borne againe to God:for we iudge _ 


as farre as we fee by his fruits, Ifweiudge himwor- _ 


thy of baptifme, he is then borne againe (tome you 
fey.) 


youis there onenew birth toyou, and a- 


nother to God? will ye haueaman borne againe 
and againe? will ye haue two regenerations, oneto 
you, and another to God: one effentiall, another 
fhew? The Lord faith, Except aman be borne a- 
of water and the holy Ghoft, 
€ cannotenter into theKingdomeof God: Not 


twice,once to you,andonce to God. Butyouiudge 


as far as you fee (youfay) but why judge you farther 
then youfee ?tellmethat. For you fay without ex- 


_ ception, thatall thofe whom you haue rebaptifed, _ 


arereborne ofrepentance and of the holy Ghoft,ae- 

cording to the meaning ofthe Scriptures. And yet 

you tay, that fome of thefe may fall away andperifh 
Godand perith for euer? Itis as poffible,the word 
of God fhould perith (which faith) bleffed andholy * 

arethey that haue their parts in the firft refusl@Qi- 

on, for they fhallnotbe hurtofthefeconddeath.. 


foreuer. thata man may bee borne of 


mercy and indgement they ought tohauelookedin- 


4 
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[beleeue that fome of thofe, whom you. afirme 
borne againe,fhall perith;for youaffirmeyouknow 
notwhat. Ifye were guidedby Godandhistrueth, 
whichishis word, you would notaflirmeanyman | 
be borne of God, except ye were fure of it verily; 
nor yet deny any to be borne of God, exceptyewere — 
as fure,they arenot. But you boldly affirme fometo 
-*» beborne againe, which are not; and as boldly denie 
chatare: in that you iuftifieyour felues,and 
| exclude all others froin beeing , to you, borne a- 
 Wiledome, if you had harkened vnto her, would 
hauetaught you to haue iudged better. For fhegi- 79 
ueth great vnderftandingtoherchildren,bothfound 
 andfure. They doe not iuftifiethat which fhee con- 
_ demneth, nor condemne that which fhee iuftifieth. - 
Neither dare her children condemne, thoughfhee 
condemne, noryet #§§§ 
iuftifie, hough the iuftifie: exceptfhe declare itvn- 
tochem. But iffhereueale it, then they darefpeake, wp:023, 
and what they fay is done: whatthey bindis bound, at1848. 
andwhattheyloofeisloofed§ 
_ Butthis error of yours, doth arife from this falfe 
ground which you haue laid : namely , that no one 
' may be baptifed, that is not firft anew creature, re- 
borne of the fpirit,and fealed therewith: vpon which 
ground alfodo almoft all your other errors depend: 
but I think itis fufficiently proued already, that bap- 
tine hath beencadminiftred by Chrift and his 
pORles,to many Difciples who were not born 
ili 16 


> 


downe- 


» ¥ 


All’ thete were fide allo: for they both receiued the word in their 
ormightbe | 

cd, 


ba prilc 


a’ 


AMAG.33. 


TothenewSeé of 


-downe fome ore examples for that purpofe. 


Af.soat.  Itis written,As many as gladly receiued the word}. 


were baptifed. It is written againe , the thornie— 
ground receiued the word with ioy, therefore the 
thornic ground was baprifed. Itiseuidentalfochar 
the ftonie ground was baptifed, andthe high-way- 


hart. And who is not glad of that which he receiueth 
inhis heart? And itrs cleere as day (but thatmen 
Will befo wilfully blind) that people were baptifed | 
prefently) asfooneasthey did beleeve and receive 
the word to be atruth,withour any turcher ceftimo- 
of other fruits : as appdareth by the who 
Wasprelently baptifed with all chat did belong vnto 
hin. Andwho 1s foblindo much as to thinke,thac 
werelall inflantly borne againe, but he chat ne- 
uer knew, What it isto Ge borneagaine? I dare bold- 
ly fay, hete are ten thoufand in England that doe be- 


 leeue more then the mott of thie Laylers houthold did 


beleene. | And what did belecucmore, 
—thenthe Gofpell to bee truth, and many thoufand 
moe thatwere baptifed by the Apottles themfelues? 
But ityou did ynderftand one thing which was done 
by the Apoftles, you fhould ealily bee delinered of 
tis etrog., Andthatisthiss = 
_Therewas afecondfupplie made by the Apoftles, 
(after the firft preachiiy of the Gofpcl and baptifing 
_ them) whereby they were refined and purified, fuch 
ofthem, as in whom the firft feed of the word tooke 
deepe root,as appeareth by Peter, and the Churdff of 


Samaria ‘who were baptifed ofthe holy Ghoft, by 


the 
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and of the holy wera if che 


 Difciples to the asking him who fhouldbe the 


ani{wered them to'this effect. Doe YOU Come to aske 
mewho is the greatelt in the kingdome of heauen, 


| 


| 


‘thelaying on ofthehands ofthe Apoftle,afterthey 


had belecued and were baptifed by Philp, Others 


thateame tothe Apoitles, who had belecucd 
andbeene baptifed, wereafterwards baptifed of the jas 
Ghoft, in the name of lefus, And thisisig 

which the Scripture intendesh, which faith: Whola- 

ever beleeueth and is baptifed , fliall be faued mea- 


ning by baptifine chere, the paprilie at repentance 
ord had faide,who- 
foeuer belecucth the truth ofthe Golpel andis rege - 


nerate(hall be faued,Baptifme cannorbe vaderitood 


| 


in that place of carelal water, forthen Simon Magus 
muit needes be fayed,for he belecued, and was Bap- 


tifed wich that wales. | de 


Andalfo another time there came Certaine - 


greatelt in the Kingdome of heauen. The Loid 


‘ 


and your {clues are not fo much a» entred inte it yer? 


Meaning by thekingdome of heauen, that little {pi- 
houfe,whofe veflels are all.of gold and filiter : 
where is ioy intheholy Ghoft, and greatrett and 
| notthat great houfe which is before defcri~ 
bed: tor in thathoufethey were already. TheLord: 
takes alicele child, andfetsin the middeftafthem. 
 tellyou,faithhe,thoughyou docbelecue thecruth 
_ofmy word,and ate baptifed,and be my Dilciples,yeo: 


except you become conuerted, andreborne as this. 


i 
| 


i 


kingdome of beauen beftow may fecrets 


littlechild, you fhall not fo muchas enterintothas 
and 
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ofyourhoufe. 


An 
ligently , and compare them together, I hope you 
fhould finde thefe things true: and then | truft you 
fhall fee, that which we now fee at this prefent, and 
hich iS p 
ich 


fr aie 


nd building pulled downe 


Court andthe the bottome,that common things are forthe many, 


Temple. 


} 


andth peculiar things for the few. 
Onething remayneth but not of your buildin 


~ which you cal the Charaéter and marke of the beait, 


not worthy to come vnder the roofe of your houfe: 


Namelythe baptifing of Children,againft the which 


we willfce and examine what you fay. 


Thauefeenea principall anfwer of yours, toanar-_ 


dif you would but fearch thefe Scriptures di ; 


1 May appeare alfo euidently , to all chat will 
eigh thinges vprightly without é artialitie, your 
rom the toppe to 


and greateft treafure. WWhereby itis euident, asalfo 
by the other examples, and many moe that mightbe 
fhewed to this purpofe 3 that many didbeleeue and _ 
were baptifed,before they were returned and became 

little children contrary to your falfe ground 

Matter dependeth the whole frame 


gument drawne fr6 Circumcifion,to prouethe bap- 


ufing Children: Wherein you deny circumcifion, 


to beafeale or figne of the new Couenant, andthe 
rightcoufnes therein, of faith: Affirming that it was 


afeale ofacarnall.couenant made to acarnall feede, 


and calling that carnall Couenant of yours,one of 


thetwo teftaments,and abufing them by your carnal _ 


conceit,who are both of them moft holy and fpiritu- 


and not carnall as you} affirme. And therinyou 


ai | 
| | 
| VW 
( 
| 
: 
+ 
| \ 
a; 
ecin¢ 


the two Teft 


asCircumcifion was. 


 eircumeifion neth{ 
ture,nor yet is able 
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feeme to your felfe,to be fo wifein your application 
of circumcifion to arnall coucnant,madetoacar- 
‘pall feed, that you mecre Ignorance and error to 
the charge of all thar take irorherwife: and fo al- 
moftin all your anfweres and reafons, this isyour — 
obiection fill, chat we miftakethe cone. 
 pants,and build the baptifing of children vpon afalfe 
ground: but herejn,by the grace of God, we will fee 
who itisthat is miftaken, and that doth erre, and 
buildeth vpon the fands. And becaufe that bythe 
miftaking of the two Teftaments,and the two feeds; 
and by the falfe diftin€tions of them, not onely all 
errours , bur all other falfe doctrine doth de- 
pend; ‘as in vnderftanding of them, and 
right diftinguifhi thetwo Teftaments,and 
allo of the feeds all ert 
therfore more carefully by Gods affiftance fet down © 
aments are, and alfo diftinguith 
| betweenethem: and what the two feeds are,and alfo’ 
| betweene them: that fa we may the more 

cleerely difcerne the truth from that whichis erroni- 
ous.And then we fhall fee to which of thetwo Tefta- 
ments Circumcifion doth belong, and whether bap- 
_ tilme may not be ddminiftred vnto children, aswell 


tifme is nothing , nor vnbap- 
meifion is nothing,andvneir- 
compared with a new crea- 
to pollute any, though hehadre- — 
it inthe Church ofRome, and thoughit bee 

Borworth the contens ing nor yer the 


| 

| 
q 


And although | 


 tifne nothing (as ¢i 


ds all truth doth confift; wee will 
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“Matter Smiths Thefiummeof your anfwere is this Firft you di- 


king with the doétrine of baptifine, 
which is regeneration, the wafhing of repentance, _ 
and the purging of the holy Ghoit through Icfus. 
Chrift,and faith in him : which is’ indeed the true 
gining of every liuing ftone of his Church and Tem- | 
» __ ple,whereofhe is the foundation and head {tone of | 
corner: yet becaufe you trouble Ifrael with your 
flathes and falfelights , affirming from your flefhly 
wifedome,that the baptifme of childrenisthe marke 
ofthe beaft ; we will therefore difcouer, how youof 
meere ignorance erretherein,by your miftaking the | 
two Couenants , andthe two Seeds: and howby 
your falfe diftinguifhing both of the wo Teftaments 
- and Fhe two Seeds, you deceiue both your felfe and 


auniwere. ftinguifh the two Teftaments, but very vntowardly: 
for you fay , one was made with Abraham andhis 
Carnall feede, and of that Couenant was Circum- 
Another Covenant was madewith Abrahamand 
his {piritual {eed,and of that Couenant wastheholy 
fpirit of promife,the feale: for the carnallCouenant 
hadacarnall feale vpon the carnall feede : The {piri- 
tuall Couenanthada fpiricuall feale vponthefpiritu- 
~allfeed: and which was a Gale, 
could not feale vp the fpirituall Couemanttothefpi- 
rituall feede. The two Teftaments being sk by 


diftinguithed, qou on to difprooue the bap- 


tifine of children: for we vnder the Gofpell, you fay, 
 doenot receiue that carnall Couenant which 
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made to Abraham andhis carnall eede,, whereof cir- 
‘cumcifion was the carnall feale, but that carnall Co- 
uenant and feale together with the fubie& of that 
feale (viz. a male of cight dayes old) is taken away 
by Chrifts croffe. And inthe roome thereof, wee = 
 hauethe fpirituall Couenant, typed by that carnall 
Couenant, andthe fpiricuall feale (véz.theholyfpi- 
ritof promife) figured by that carnall feale: and the 
Spirituall infant, Anew borne babe in Chrift,in: 

~— whom Chiift typed by the male, is newly formed, 
_ fignified by that carnall infant. That all thefe parti- 


culars are fo, yon prove it plainely,you fay , by thefe 
Therearetwo Teftaments made with Abraham. 
Agar, that is the olde Teftament, and Sara,that 
isthenew Teftament, were both marriedto Abra. 
ham, and Abraham hadthem both. There aretwo 
feeds, Abraham, and Agar who typed the 
 carnall feed borne after theflefh : and J/aack of Abra- 


bam, and Sara typed the {pirituall feede, borne by 


There aretwo feales, Circumcifion a feale of the 
carnal children: and the holy {pirit ofpromife,afeale 
couenant,vpon the {pirituall feede. >. Cur.1.22, 

And as Circumcifion was a feale from God, to 


carnall feed, ofthe promife, and from the carnal 
? {eed to Godin obedience: So'the {pirit of promife 
4safeale from God to the fpirituall feed, ofthe pro- 
mife: andfrom the fpirituall feede to God in obedi- 3.33. 
ence. Thefethings are evuidentyou fay, andfoyou 
proceedto proueanddifproueaccordingly, 


\. 
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Gal.qe22. 23. 
24.25 ,26,27, 


(28. 29. 
30.31, 


Andhere I cannot but meruaile,what you meane_ 


onc ofthe two Teftaments, and of which you make _ 
circumcifion the feale: and alfo what you meane by 


you fay, is taken away, by Chrifts Croffe. For 
you ipeake doubrfully, that onc had need dwellin 


“want, was borne after the flefh, And hee which was 


which things another thing is ment, for thefe are the _ 
_two teftaments. The one,which is Agar of Mount Si. 


falem, which now is, and sheis ia bondage with her 


uen from the beginning the feed of theferpent, and 
the feede of the woman , figured by Adams two firft 

- facrifice, Abe comming after with his) The one the 


ther, the childe of the Teftament of life ; (for thefe 
_ two Teftaments were before cither Carne or 


by this carnall couenant you talke of, which you call 
Abrahams carnall feed, Which couenant,fealeand 


your heart, that would know your meaning. Butif 
you meane as the Scriptures meane whichyou cite, 
then it is certaine, youfay one and meanea: 
nother. For the Scripturefaith, andmeaneththus: 
that Abraham had two fonnes, one by aferuant, and 
one by afree-woman ; but hee which. was of the 


of the free-woman, was borne by promife: by che — 


| 


nai, which gendereth to bondage (for Agar or Sinai 


is a mountaine in Arabia, and tt anfweseth to leru- 


children ) But Lerufalem which is from aboue,is free, _ 
whichisthemotherofvsall&e, |, | 


The meaning is, That as there were two feeds, e 


fonne of the ferpent, the other the childe of the wo- 
man; the one the childe of the Jawe ofdeath, the o- 


} 


| 
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eameto offer their facrifice, and werefi 
trees that were in the midft of the Garden: the Gena. 
Treeof knowledge of good and euill , reprefenting 
law oftennecommandementssFortothetenne 

commandements, & the tree of knowledge of ie 

and euill, one curfe belonged. viz. Thouthaledie 
thedeath. Andthe Tree of life reprefenting the Te- 
ftament and fruite of life, as che himfelfe pro- 


ta ueth, when he faith, To him that ouercommeth, wil 


Teiue to eate of the tree of life, which i is, in the mid- 


ofthe Paradife of God. 


—_ Andas God did fet before Adam Jife and death to Ay 
chufe, andhe chofe death to himfelfe, and all his po- 
fo yet ftillandagaine, God hath fecthe fame. 
beforevs,as Moy/és faith: Behold, I hauefet before Dew.r1.26. 
you life and death, curfe and bleffing, to chufe, And 7 30d || 
as Adam chofe death euenfohisgenerationforthe = 
moft part chufe rather death & curling, then life and 
bleffing; and arethe bond- womans children, and fo 
Will be, like Caine and 
fay as God did refigure the two 10,12.. 
| the twofeeds to dem, and his feed vntill Abra- 
ham: So did hethen renew his couenants to ra- 
ham, figuring then by Agar and Sara: andtheirfeed 
and Taack. Which thing (me thinks)you 


Smith fhould notbe ignorant of, {eeing you take 


fuch preat you Nowthefetwo fonnes 


not reprefent the natural Iew , and chenaturall Dent ras 
0b. 34.19. 


Gentile, but the Spiricuall leweand the Spirituall to. 44350 


aM Gentile for Godrelpet ts not of what Nation aman — 


fo he andiecke him , 


| 


I. 


bevnto him wherefoeuerhebe, asthe Apoftlepros 
ueth, faying, Ifthe Gentile doe by nature the things 


contained in the law,that is, be circumcifed in heart, 


—hefhall be founda lew: when the lew circumcifed 


in skinne, but notin heart, fhall be foundaGentile 


For heis not a lew that is one without, but hee isa 


lew that is one within: and that is not circumcifion 


thatis onthe skinne, butthat which isin the heart. 


And thefe are the two feedes figured by the two. 


fonnes, and J/aack, and are not tyed either to 


times, or places, or Nations, butare in all times and 
ofall Nations wherefoeuer, leffe or more. 


i 


Nowthe mothers of two Children, arefaid 


to be Hagar thatis S/na/,and Sarathatis Sion, leru- 


falem from aboue. The one reprefenting the Tefta- 


ment ofcommandements, the other the Teftament | 


of merc ie one death, the other life; the one cur- 
fing, th 
-Teftaments of God. And whether of thefetwo you 


ther bleffing ; andthefearethe onely two 


make circumcifion to be the feale or figne of, Ican- * 
nottell. To bea feale of the promife ot lifeor ofany 


thing pertaining thereunto,you flatly deny: Andto . 
bee a feale of the commandements, or of the curfe 


ronounced with them, Is as contrary as curfing & 
lefling: For circumcifion was giuen to Abraha, asa 


-feale of the righteoufnes of faith, which God perfor- 
med dosly vnto hima, but to all his fpirituall chil- 

dren,as wel ewes as Gentiles,not only fince Chrifts _ 
death but long before. Not that circumcifion did 


feale all sbrahams naturall Children, tobethe Chil-. 


dren of promife:nor yet any onc of them, nor 


ham 


Hh 
i 
| 
29. 
| 
| 
| 
| 

iz 

ay 

4 

| 01th. 4. 

i 


comeindeed truely inthe roome of Circumcifion, 


ham himfelfe.But it was giuen as a feale,not of their 
‘faithfulnes toGod, nor yetto fealetheirfaluation 
vntothem , butto feale God his faithfulnes inhis 
all thofe of Abrahams Children that vn- 


hardned their hearts like 4braham , Whether male xom.8.15, 
or female,lewe or Gentile, whichheefealedintheir = 
hearts by his {pirit sie whereby they all cry- 

 _Euenas Baptifme now is afeale,not ofeuery ones Andas the 
faluation that receiueth it, but a feale of Gods faith- 
fulnes,in his Couenantof mercy, madetoall Abra- Gods faithful 
hams {ced,baptifed and circumcifed in heart like him, 
which he fealeth vnto their hearts by his fpirit of vn 


promife, not by baptifme: And fo baptifme doth nestoGod. 


not that Circumcifion wasa type of baptifme, but 
they are both types of one truth: which is Circumei- 
fion or baptifmein heart. As Hagar and Simatwere 
Ofanother truth: Euenof the Teftament of Com- 
maundements,whieh was giuen vpon mount Sinai, 
which gendreth or increaleth bondage: Which an- 
fwereth co Jerufalem,& lerufalem to it: notbecaufe 
 itfhouldbefo,but becaufe they wouldbeefo:Chu- 
fing rather to be Hagars fonnes, Childrento 


_ which begetteth and bringeth forthto death: then Me.3 16.1748 
children of Saraand mount Sion, which bringeth 
 forthtolife. For as itis written , the Gofpelland 
word that is preached vnto vs:was alfo preached.vn- : 
to them,but the word which they heard,profitednot 
them, for they when they heard it prouokedbim:yer 
notalsbue with whom washe difpleafed forty years? 
¢tten with thofe that hardned their hearts, and wold 


| not 


| 
Rom.7.8. 


Gal.3.19. 
Gal.3.21. 


if 
Hy 


| 


_. therein,which were both giuen to another end, then 


preach vnto the faithfull feed of Abrabare.the {piritu- 


not hearehis voice:Euen Hagars fonnes. And as Dae 


nid eryeth out to them of his ume, (faying ) To day 
ifye wil heare his voice,harden not your hearts,as in 
the provocation. For the moft ofall nan. 
rall feed, which poffeffed-the earthly lerufalem, 


earthly Canaan, did chuferather to bee the children | 
—ofdeath and bondage, figured by the bond woman 


and Sinai: Then to be the children of life and liberty. 


figured yy mount Sion, and the free woman, being 4 
all for the moft part ofthem, ignorant of therighte+ _ 


oufnes of faith , a“ alrogether to eftablith their 
ownerighteoufnes , framedaccording to the Law of 


 commandements (as they pretended) which neither 
they,nor their fathers did euer keepe : Ioyning there. 
with the: ftri& obferuation of the Ceremoniall law 


fuppofing their whole life and faluation confitted 


that which they intended. For the Law of commane 
dements was given, not to the end it fhold bring any 
man to faluation,by working thereafter,butto make 
more plaine and manifeft mans curfed and loft con- 

dition. Andthe law of Ceremonies: As circumei- 
fion,the Pafcall Lambe, Thelandiof Canaan, Icru- 
falem,the Temple, the Altar,the Priefthood,theSa- 


erifices and Ceremonies whatfoeuer: Were not gr 
-uenthemto the endthatinthem,and bythe obler 


uation of them,they fhould gaine life and faluationé 


But they were gitien for atime toteach Hrael thefub 


ftance containedin the Teftament oflife: Anddid 


all land of reft: which they entred into by vnharde 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
Wil 
Wh 
| 
| | 
TPA 
| 
| | 


ning their hearts, and hearing the voice and ag 
ment of mercy, withall the children of Hagar, I 
meane the vncitcumceifed in heare, veterly reiedted, 


casthey doe ftill 


thisday, for the ‘fame generation Mar.13.20.' 


—remainech {tills cen thie bond. womans children and 44/2434 


their mother 
sm th,andsof your children: for you haue runne your 


felucs vpon che fi 
fel; es vpon you! carnal obfertations framing a car- 
nallregeneratiod and taith,which may faile men. like 


vaco them which put confidence in works,and obfer 


uations of ceremonies which neuer could fauethem. 


Andasthe bondwoman andher children did in- 


| eteafeand get thé vpper hand in the Church of the 
Tewes, fo that the bondwoman got thenameot the 
— married wife, anid of child bearing 3 and the free 


woman with her Children troden in the duft, andas a 


VWI idk forfaken 


itis now, And lerulalem that then was, didar 


{were to Sinai, and Hag. the mother bondage: 
fomuch as her children did match theirs in hardnefle 


of heart and vab dliete , perfecuting thefonnes ofthe | 


Gen.21 
ihm tel did and Efau Jacob 3 


free Woman, 4 
and as they di in the wildernefle, whole carcafes 
fell :1 fay as Ieruflem perfecuted the Prophets, and 
killed them » {cotting, and deriding the free wo- 
mans children:'¥e 
Dauid or Chirif 


-fonne : and is therefore {aide to bee in bondage 


with her children , a5, Hager was with, her fenne: 


in feare of you Mafter 


ame rocks with thé, iuftifying your | 


vas fhe accounted , and as awo- 
man thar had neither husband nor childs en: euen {o- 


a though hee were their King euen 


4 


himfelfe the free womans eldeft 30. 
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| 

| 

| | 
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Andas they doing the fame workes thathe did, 
were caft out with her fonne from inheriting the 


promife,with the childré.of the free woman even fo 


it is now.For the Serpents {eed is yet aliue,the bond. 
woman hath many fonnes, though the free woman 
hath few or none to be feene. //mae/s brethrenhaue 


had the ypper hand a great while,euen athong Chri- 
-f{tians, asthey had among the lewes. And their mio- 


ther haththe praife of child-bearing ftill, asfheehad 
then, And Ierufalem from aboue , the free woman 
and her children: defpifed and troden vpon (like a 


ftreete )as they were wontto be, by fuch like obfer- 
ners and Pharifaicall boafters, who pretend obedi- 


ence and facrifice,as much as ever did they : who are 


Jikewife in moft curfed bondage, and muft alfo bee 
caft outwith them, and fhall not inherit withthe 

free-woinans children , nor enter into reft with 

them 


But lerufalem from aboue is free, As fhe ever was 


from the beginning,and is the mother of ys all: euen 


of Abell, Henoch, Abraham, Danid, the Prophets, the 
‘Apoftles , and all that ever are and fhall bee faued. 


Andalthough fhee be as no body, and no where, in 


-comparifon: Yet as {aid vnto her in his daies, 


and as Paw! {aid vnto her in his time,fo be it faid now, 

and ftill. Reioyce thou barren that beareft no chil- 

dren, breake forth and cry in ioy, thou that beareft 

not : forthe defolate, hath many moe children then. 

fhethat hathan husband. And this is the srueth of 

the matter, 
Thefe are the Teftaments, Andthefe are the 
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two feeds : Toit the law of Commaundements, 
-giuen vppon mount Sinai , which gendercth to 
death and bondage, And the lawof life giuenon | 
mount Sion, which gendereth to reft andliberty. 
thecurled generation of Caine‘and J/maell, the 
 feede of the ond, andthe bleffed generation of: .4- 

belland , the feede of the other. And fo the 

Scriptures and truth is the fame, from the beginning 

tothe end ofthe world. And the two Teitaments do 
remaine ftill: yea, euen chat Teftament figured by 
 Hagarand Sinai and the children of bondage figu- 
red by her fonne; And the curfe alfo doth ftill re- 
_ maine,and is not taken away by the Crofle of Chrift - 
from any of Hagars children. But onely fromthe — 
children of Sara the faichfull feede. And Circumci- 
_ fion, was notafeale, nor figne, of any other coue- 
nant whatfoeuer, but of the Circumcifion of the — 
heart, and therighteoufneffe of faith andmercy,co- 
 uenanted fir{tto Adam,then to Abraham,and{otrom 
 timeto timerenewed: And at laft confirmed by the 
_ Mediator bimfelf, and by his death vpon the Crofle? 
_ who hath made all things cleare and manifeft vato 
vs, ifwe had but fpirituall cies to fee them. But hee 
caine to faueandto {eeke out all the loft fheepe, lea- 
ting the ninety andnine: euen all Hagars proude 
_ fonnes, who thought them felues wile andfafe e- 


- nough: Euen fo now, this is the iudgement which fo), 9, 39, 
the Lord hath fent intothe world, anditismeruai- 
~ loufly feene this day. The blinde doe fee, and they 
that {ee are madeblinde. Notthe rich nor the full, 
butthepoore and the empty, receiuethe Gofpel. 
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Ad ij ‘Tothenew of 


And now Matter Smith whereas \ you di- 
{proue the argument trom circum cifion, to 


-prouc the baptifing of children , by your doubrtull 


{peech of miftuking couenant, and your 


found Ringuifhing the two Tcftament Which j 
“your firft al round of 


your other reafons doe It ay now bew el} 


-feene, that youare the man, that doemiftake. Fork 


pray you tell me, where you will beltowe circumci- 
fion, and of what Fé(ttament will you make i itafeale? 
Ifyou takeitaway from the new Icitament made 
with 4/rahan and his feed by promile ? | ill ye ben 
ftowe iton the law of commatndements einen on 
mount Sinaiandthefonnestherof? I pr ay you then, 


which doth it feale vnto them ? pertect holineffe. 


Or did it feale the which faith. Curfed is euler 


Which they never had, but altogether the contraty 


one that continucth not inall thefe thinges tod 
them: which indeede moft iuftly did belong toal 
fuch feruants® to finne, and bondage andre els 

race: As all carnall {eede, borne after the 
were. I think you dare not afhrme any of thele: 
Burie feeme you meane, it fealed ablefing 
vnto the carnall feed and notacurfe. 

you fo smith’, Then where are you now? 


you leftthe olde Teftament : For therein lieth 


‘no bleffing. Bue curfed is eucry man by (thatrigh- 
ceouslaw). the olde Teftament. Take heede, 


net another Teftament, two is all. hat cannall | 


,conenant doeyou meane. The Scriptures neuer told 
ys yerofa cammall couenant, The two 
‘ | Q | 
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of Godare both holy & fpirituall, asthe Scriptures 
witnefle. Indecde¢ there were carnal! commaunde- 
ments rites and { adowes, belonging a while as fer- 
uants and Minifters to the new Tettament, teaching 
and preaching ChriftIefus: which are called Rudi 
‘ments, and begperly, in regarde of their 
Wy cakicneffe leancnefle & pouerty.Yet the belt 
that then was to cach Chrift, till Chritt himfelfe 
caine. And were even as abondage, yeato 4bra- 
hams {pixituall fee ,compared with atter times : yer 
ie thinges were taught by them, though very 
darkly and weakly. But when the fubftance caine, 
fhadowes were calt away. They are blinde men, that 
can goe as well by night as by day. The day iscome, 
the night is patt, the trtic light now (hineth. \W ho 
doe not walke therein, but blinde men? yerthey fay 
they fee, and cher fore their fine remaines Night 
birds they are, and cannot fee by day. The day-ftarre 
neuer intheirlhearts, And Matter Smith,though 
fhadowes be, gone, che fubitance {till remainces» the 
wo Ieltaments are both whole and foundas euer 
they were, and ftill continue in their ftrength and 
force. Andthe children of curfing and blefling’ doe. 
ftill conunue. And wholoeuerthey were,inany age 
or time, that put confidence in workes of any kinde: 


R 071.71 4. 
I, 


Gal 4.9. 


18, 


whatfocuer : Bith thofe contained in the ten com- 


Or any other letter, facrific , or cere- 


promife: wereall 
‘Hagar, Andalfo 
wherefocuer, fine 


monic, orany exercile, exceprthe 


n bondage, and were “ch: ldren to. 

hofocucr he be, and when, and 
Chiritt: that puts truftand confi-. 
dence - 
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| children, of the race of Carne and 


not with the heyres of promife. 


tka. 


| 
; 


dence in works,whether workes ofthe law ,or of the. 


_Gofpell,or any ceremony, or fhaddow or religious 


exercife whaclocuer,or knowledge, or faith, except 
the promife of mercy andloue in Chrift lefus ; He, 
or they, whatfocuer,thal befound the bond-womans 
Ufmael, and inherite- 

Andas then,betore Chrift, lerufalem that fhould 
haue beenefree, whofe children boafted much ot 
their freedome ; andinhis daies and the Apoftles 


time alfo,euen till her deftrudtion , was in bondage 


with her children;: euen {0 lerufalem that now is; 

who boafteth/as iiuch as theycould do Jofher beau- 

ty,tiches,and fulnefle ; I meanethe greatandfamous 
hurch of Chriftians through the world, fulfilling 


workes,anf{wering vito her, as (hee did vnto 


gar and Syna/, is alfo in bondage with her children, © 
Onely Ierufalem from abouc, withall her children; 
is free, though her name be hid,and her face couered _ 

with duft : Arite thou captiue daughter Sion, and . 
Py on thy garment of beauty , for thy day is cuenat 
and. For alittle while tn his angershe hid bis face from 

thee. but with enerlafting mercy will he embrace thee. 
Andtell me yet,was the ceremoniall law, the car-_ 
nal! cotjenant you meanc , that you fay circumcilion- 
is the fegle off For I would willingly fearch our all 
vour holes,and not leaue you one to runne into:will 
ye fay fo? Is it poffible that a Ceremony, can be the 


feale ofa Ceremony,or of Ceremonies ? ForItruft 
youagree that Circumeifion is a,\Ceremonie, and 


did belong onewith the reft : What 
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ching was therein that law(befides the promife ofta- 
king away of fines ) that Circumcifion was afeale 
of? for indeede cereinonialllawe, may as 
hofpell asa Law, infomuch as it 


well be calleda Ghofpell as | 
wholly intended Chat and the whole truth in him : 


 Andtherefore Afofes is commaunded to makeand 


order all chings,according to the patterne which hee 
-fawinthe Mount; andfo Circumcifion was a feale 


ofthe promife and righteoufneffe of faith’ , not onely 


doraham, butto all Abrahams {pirituall {eede, 


Ads 7.44. 


both male and female ,Iew and Gentile : Howfoe- 


nies,but I call it fo, 


fore itis faid, they \ 


firme and ftable,{pi 
 faid before. 


nor female,lew nor Gentile,but they areall ong ir- 


Miftake me not in my former fpeech 


ere)to teach Chrift : and there- 
rere vnder Tutors vntill the time 


| 


her ; neither is it another Tefta- 


kept afchoole(as it: 


appointed of the fa 


ment,befides thofetwoTeftaments which are defcri- 


bed before, bur wasia fhaddowing law, attending vp- 


muft all chen vanifh: but the two Teftaments are 


»and endure,as I haue 


Butto the mattet 


“uerin their fpirituall generation, there is neither male Gail.3.28. 


ded to make anoth Gofpell ofthe law of Ceremo- 
caufe it ferued the Gofpell, and 


pon Chrift,vatill he had offeredvp himfelfe , which 


tagaine , for tenne to one Matter 


Smith willrunnetotheland of Canaan, and take it 


- for his refuge: bucifyou doe, truely it will leaue you: 
inthe fame diftreffe,that you were in before, for tris 
Noland of reft for you now : But tell me, was itthe 
-carnall Couenant you talke of ? 


If. 
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‘Afyoure sin the beginning of your 
5 Mewimegyour skillin the originals, yet prouing your 
very fonorantin the two Teilaments » as 
dares by your them,you fay, the two 
Couenants Or two Teftaments , forfo you lay: Tell 
me dk Oey Ou the two A which thie 
Neripture yeh fot forth and {o often tell vs of? And 
Dpray you as the land of Canaan one of thefe tWo 
 Tetlanvents becaute the landofCan Aan Was prom. 
fedto it therefore one of the 
Tf you wall make cuery 


chat: isin Scriptures | xfeuerall Teftamene, you 
baire,y ou wil haue a hundred Feitaments 
chen at l¢ait: Andis the Circumei- 
| tron did fe ile tothe carnall ? WVhac twas the 


-veafon then ICV vere earied into Babylon captiues? 
Itfliouldfeeme by your faying,that God had forgot 
his Coucnant quite, for they were carnall 
feede(as you meane by carnall) enery one of them: 

| Let metellyou, They were notcarried thither be- 

 caute they ere notcarnall , but becaufe they were 

not {piritu: all, they their fonnes thenin 
abylon,and doe ftill to this day: Are they fo blinde 7 
asyou, cothinke that circumeition dooth (eale the 
| land ofCanaan vito them ? Indeede it may well be, 

 forfhiey are very blinde, alcho: igh experience might | 

hhaue tatighe them otherwite long cre chs. day. Tn- 

deederchedand ot Canaan was. prom. {ocd 

feede, Were tetin poflellion thereof witha 

hand:bat with what condition was thatinhe- 

ritahce giucn them, and te tor whote fakes ? 

| becne 
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been for Abraham his faithtul one,& his fpirieual feed 

Jacob his beloued , they fhould never haue poflctled 
thac landGod would never haue caft our the Cana- 
nites tor Efaues and Ifmalites, bug to Lacob his belo. Gas. 
ued, he faith, hate-giuen Nations for thee,and peo- 
pletorthy fake: Ad what Was the condition? fi cly 
thekceping of his coucnants and walking in histe- 
ftiunonics 3 not meanethe perfect keeping of 3.16: 

theten commaunidements, giuenintwo Tables of 
that fiery gouenang which neither they nor 


fathers were pble to beare,for therbythe beft of 


them were found @uen as a bryer, andthe moftrigh- 
tcous Like athorne butthe teltament and eougnant 
that he made with 4braham,when he faide,[ will bee 
thy God,and the God ofthy feede for euer, not his 
carnal feede,but his {piricuall feede:znot confifting of 
one Nation but of many Nations, whereof God — 
made lima Father,commaunding him to keepeit, =, 
laying,thou fhaltkeepe m  couenants, thou and thy 
feed: And this thallbe afigne (faith he) ofthecoue- 
nant berweene youland meinamely circumeifion,fige 
nifying thereby that ifthey vnhardened their hearts 
_ and harkened to hisivoice, and Couenant of mercy 
andlouetharhe had made to him: taking him for 
their God andlouing him,truftinghim,andputting 
ther confidence in Ium:which is the rightcouines o 
confidence in Him:which is the righteoufnes of 
fauth. Then they fhopldinherit che und and poffeffe 
itfor cuer,and manyibleffings more they fhould haue 
they fhould fleepe fafe and dwell in peace ,aCitie of 
peace they fhould haue,no enemy fhould ever hure Hebavaz ta. 
‘Memzand not onely fo, but reftto their foules alfo, 15.16, 0 
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the land ot 
the 


Heb.4.49.9. 


Ex0.33;10 | 


> 


earthly C"ana- 
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they haue and peace which is the 
an was finten- wing * Canaan, the land of the biciled, the Citic of 


peace.But if hey hardened their Heats | , and refitted 
his uoice de{pifing his coucnant of grace aad fauour 
Luft fying theinfelues as their Fathers did in the’ wil- 


dernes,ofwhom God faith Lhaue feen this peaple & 


behold iris a ftiffuecked pe: wherefore God was 


aneric and faideto , When he prayed for them, 


me alone,for Lw confume them. But I wil 
otchee a mighty Nation, | fay fthusthey 
harden theit hearts.and ftiffen their necks sand defpife 
> couen Ant, then curfed athome cd abroad, 
and his mercies fhould depart from them, Anda shee 
{ware in hfs wrath, that they which provoked hi 

the wildernes fiitteand fLubborne hearts, 


Hot enter into his reft neither earthly orhea- 


suenly: So they provoking | like maner, ough 
they were in ipoficfion of that land of 
(Hhoul dperher inherit nor enter into the (pirituall 
Canaanthiby insended)nor inioy itin peace, but be 
ed and carried captiue other Nations, 


sand their Countrie and Citie taken as aprey ofthe | 
Heathen: And asthe little {pirituall flocke of 4ra- 


feed, wWereke fortie veares long in the wilder- 


nec. trom poll:fiing the land for Hagars ftifaccked 


{al ef: So poore Daniel! andthe reft of Su- 


ahs hide jtuall houfe, were carried captiue for | 


Be ewicked Cananites fakes, and alfo for that they 
were as good to hue fetuants in a ftrange land, asbe 


perfecuted forthe truethand righte- 


at homme. jor in Baby lon they foun 
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Reba 
grace, and fanout for their truth and wifedome, yea ~ 


eucn With Kings, then they found at home, and ialfo 
for that by affluction, they were brought home from 
fecurity to repen he Bug God remembring his’. 
promife made to his feruant, atcer hee had 
corfected and refined them, brought them home a- , 
 gaine, and reftored them vinto their tormer ftate. Bue 
 -withinawhile, the fonnes of encreafing, his 
mercies Were forgotten: andhis Prophets went to 
Wrack againe, and the Ifrael of God troden inthe _ 
duft, vnull the Metliah came, which is called Chait, 
who fechis feete vpan that holy Mount, and walked 
inthe ftreetes of his Citielof peace , bewailing the 
diobedience ot children in the fleth, cried 
out, Ob lerufalem, Terufalem, thou thaz killeft the 42.23.37. 
Prophets, and ftoneft them that were fent vnto thee, | 
~ How oft, faichhee, howoft would I haue gathered 
thy children together, asa Hen doth her Chickens 


_-ynder her wings, and you vyould not. 


Beloned, faith he,thy houte is left vnto thee defo-_ 


late, for thine enemies shee caft a banke about thee, 
_andkeepe thee in on euery fide. And wheretore now 
itMafter Smith euen becaufe they wouldnot , 

 Voharden their hearts , repent and hearc his voice,fo 

| often ( rying andcalling ynto them by his Prophets 

| fromtime to cime, who {isl} proceedein wickednefle | 


thers had killed. Oh 
our bathers, wee wou 


wee had liued in thedayes of szat.23, 29. 
Idnothauedonethis, aridyet 


| 

and fulfilled the works of their Fa- 
thers in the higheft degree, and yet couldfay, garni- 
{hing the Tombes of'the which their Fa- 


¥ 


oe 


. 
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they take that ¢ creat Prophet'and Prince of the 


couenant, and kall him, {toning and killing his AApo- 
{tles allo: and therefore; I fay, and for chat caufe it 
was, that was made detolate, and the tcm- 
ple burnt with fire, and nota {tone lett vpon aftone 


down,Wwhereas otherwife if they had heard his 


and would haue beene gath tog ther like 


Abrahams (pirituall teede, and not haue refit ed, but 


embraced and k cept his coucnant and righteoufnedle 
ot faith, Which circumention did fignitic vnto them, 
they h. beene Nation voull this day, and 
land had veelded her truite ynto them their City had 


beenca Cary of peace till now, and their Temple vn 


defaced: Burbecaute they refuted, downe with it, 
downe: withit, cuen to the very ground. Deface it 


~forcuer, let their table bec made a{nare , and bow 
‘thou downe their back alway. 


And now Matter Sxzth, whither will y you goe to 


yout felfe, Canaan is om you, ler ufalem 


isdefolates there is no abiding x place for you any 
Tonger, vou haue beene there a VW sll ye 


fell you at Amitterdai n in Holland 2 Indeece there 


Was aperple once, not many yecres agoe. which 
camé to Am fterdam|| with their wiues. and chil= 
wath this beliefe and relolution, that 
MHolland was the land of Caraan , and Amfterddm 
and therctore theré they woulld inhabite. 
Thope you are notof their minde therein, as they 


cre of VOur minde ¢ oncerning 


Al oh Amiterdans & Hoiland doe entértaine 
all sets Of opmions; them there 
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reft peace: Yetis not Holland that land of 


nor Amfterdam that City of peace: butifye will 


fate indeede, and finde reft and peace to your foules, 
Fly to mount Sion, and to the City of the lining 


God, the cxleftiall lerufalem , and to the company 


ef innumerable Ang 
gregation ofthe firft borne, which are ail written in 
—heauen, andto G ludge of all, and to the {p1- 
nits of uftand perfect men, andto lefus the Media- 
torot the new tcftament, to the bloudof {prink- 
ling, that fpeaketh becterthings then that of 4be//, 
whole bloud cried vp to heauen (not for mercy and 
pardon) bur for iuftice a wrath againft Cane, his 
natural! elder br ther, indeed cldett bro- 
therineullhewas. | 
Andnow Lhope by this time you fee w hat the 


| 
| 


teltaments are, and alf what the law ofceremonics 


Were, & what the lan of Canaan and Ierufalem did 
intend, and to whom it was promifed, and for whofe 
fakes it was an inheritance,& for whofe fins, 

| & for what fins it was made defolate :you haue feene 
afothe two truly diftinguithed, andthe 
— tWofeeds alfo, and whatthey are, according to the 
> Mealure of grace, which God hath giuen me. lL hope 
youfee alfoythar circumcifion didnot fealethe tetta- 


and to the aflembly & con- 


Ment of ten comandements to any,nor yet the curfe 


went with them,nor yet the law of ceremonies, 


Dory t diditfeale land of Canaan & Icrufal€é, to 


| the carnal feed: Bu itfigned & fealed the new Tetta- 
Ment,cthat was delivered to 4br.zham in thefe words: 
hou thalt bee a Rather many Nations, which 


Gen, 17-46 


‘Kom.4 17. 38.. 


re(t, 

J 


 Tothe new Sef 


could not vnderftood ofacarnall but ofa 


—all{eede. And will bee thy God faith hee, and 


the God feede after thee, meaning that (cede 
which (hould walke before him and bee vpright, as 
was and did their father -4brabamrand keepe his coue- 
not the skin but cheir hearts the 


truefeale of the righteoutnes of faith, confirmed 


to them by the fpirit of psomiie fignified by that o- 
ther vpon: the skin: Andthenhe wouldg giuc them not 
onely the land of Canaan,but that Canaan of Cana- 
ans the land of true and perteét reft,for an cucrlafting 
offeifion,and be ther Godtoreuermore. 
And now tell vs Matter srcth » why may not ba 
tiline of the element ot water, be niniftred to ch 
drengas wellas circumeition) being but a rudiment 


as Was 4 It. Ti ‘mot might be circum- 


ciled.to no end but to pleafe the es hope to 
winnefome of them: why may not children be baptu- 
fed with this hope , andtothis end, that they might 
become C hriftians land be borne againe. Itafonne 


_that was at the point of death,was reftored to his per- 
“fed health at the requett of his father, that beleeued 


by the power of Chrift:why fhould not children bee 


baprited, at the requeft of theirparents Which beleeuc, 


by the hands of his feruants: feeing that boptifine 
is neither able to healea body nor yet to fauc a foule. 
Indecic ler uants are very aptto thinke themfelues . 
witer then their matters:for when they brought lite 
tld children to Chrithhis Ditciples bein @ very jgno- 
(then ot ch eT bountie: forbad that. 
bibught sdildaining that a little cluld which 


| | 
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Rebap ifed Separati 


they capabl of nothing fhould be brought. 
hirift.as fhe would regard it: whereas the Lord 
contrary co their expectation rebuking them, faide, 
Suffer little children to come vnto mee and torbid | 
not, for oftuch is the kingdome of heauen,and agor.r0,1 
laying his mottholy hands ypon them, bleffed them. 551% 
“And bere I would know of you Matter Smith, — 
whether the hands of Chriff, were not more holie 
then any water in England or Holland, and whether. 
the blefling he beitowed one thofe children, were» 
not greater thiehany grace or blefling, that water 
with your hands and words can conferreto anyron 
whomfocuer yeu can beftow it? Ithinke you willac- 
knowledge,and all men that Chrifts hapa 
_ holier and his bleflings greater: If chen children were _ 
capable of the g preate why notthen ofthe leffer? If 
Chrift made ¢ hoice of alittle child before all other, 
torepr. (ent andfign forth the conuerfion and new 
birth, w hich baptiin calfo doth prefigure and figni- 
fte. hy may ot two fi fiznes Well and lawfully 
beioyned iroget! cr,(eeing they arc both as Preachers 
ef one rruth: Wil haue a child capable of the mark 
and Character ofthe beatt: and yet you wil nothaue 
jteapable of the Ellen entifh baptifme:againe you al- 
| Jowthe forme of hapt (me vfedin England, but you 
calli themarke afthe beaft , onely becaufe itis 
| plyed toa little child, vhom: you compare toa tiee, 
a mad-inan anda foole: And thereby it doth follow, 
he beaft doth w holy depend in the 


_. that the marke oft 

child-for the forme you iuftifie : The matter which 
you call the child,} i ie condemne, and lay to it 
charge: 


! 

Jf 
1 

| 
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charge, it doth receiue an indelible of 
A lacke poore child,thou haft a worfe enemie 
now thenithe difciples, who forbad thee to come 
Chriftz What a moniter would you make of a lit- 
tle water, and a litle child, fhall 1 tell you Matter 
Smith,ife be the marke ofthe you are the 
beaft: for thereis no beaft inthe world, doth giue 
this marke,but you and your fellow Anabaptitts 
Andas Tfaid before,if T7morhy might be circum- 
cited atter circumcifion was abolifhed by the Croffe 
of Chriftiat which time whofoeuer receined circum- 
cifion as 2 thing neceflary to {aluation ,depriued him- 
felfe wholy of the | of Chrift: Trmothy 
were circumicifed, being a Chriftian, onéto whom it | 
belonged, not onely to pleafe the lew in hope 
win fome 
. How dare you thenlay this heauy burthen vpon 
achild ‘although baptiline didnot belong to it as” 
you fay that i:cannot bee baptifed but it receiueth © 
the marke ofthe beat, andis culpable of the wrath 
of God,and to be tohmkatedin fire and brimftone 
for euermore:poore children, ifthis bee true, vnhap- 
py be you aboue all creatures;{eeing fo many of you 
cic in your resid with the marke vpon you vnre- 
pened of for Which youfhall be tormented in hell 
fireandt! rimftone, whereof ye areas innocentas the 
O miferable law and iniferable con- 
Jequent/God forbid it fhould bee fo: rather the law- 
maker if he tepent nor,fhall be caft with all fuch 


ker of lies,into the lake of fire and pantie which 
is sphe on death. 
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Whata lew Mafter Shithzand worfethena 
‘whatalaw maker? anda law of bondage abouc all 


—Sondage: not, wet not, cate not, death is 
h a great man asyou, afraid of 


atthe dore What? fu 


_bug-beares: Ah Matter Sath, gine over childrens 


,anda man thatthouldbee 


pay how:you ar@ aim 


Contidet thi gs tightly : : benot fo hafty,fay lic 
Mar 12,15. 


tle but fay well; learne to come like one of thefe lit- 
dechildren, whonie you condemne: weepe and la- 
mentefor your {innes, and {cornc it not:Be meeke and 


lowly heart,and difdaine ir not : forbid norlittle 
children to be ba ptifed with water on the Skinne: of - 


Whom you learncto be baptifed in heart. 
-bemercitull to alland bourtifull yas God is bounti- 
full who giucth his furne to. (hine vnto the good, 


and the bad,and tHe raine of his worde, to fall ypon. | | 


the iuftand vniuft}To teach youand me and all of vs 


What we fhould 


wil,!ethim com¢ Take you heed, adde not to, Nor 
diminith from his, ord,gitie to all thatcome, what- 
foeur you haue po verto giue. Chrift gaue a grea- 
ter thing to little children, laying his owne handes 
parents caine fo willingly & 

requeftedhim : then parents czmnow looke for 
atthe hands of baptifme, when they come bringing 


their children andj requeft it. Imbracclittle children 
ich you cannot them the 


therefore, and thi 
greater,pine them} Didthe Lord compare 


his little returned dnes to alittle child, and dare you 
compare thar ode toa one, anda Rocke, atrec, 2 
Madman and afo itis law full, to. bap- 


. The fpirit faith, whofocuer Rovelaa.ts, 


tife 


‘ 
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rife thé one'as the orher.If you hadliuedinthe’Apo. 
‘ftles daies had bin one of them,you wold hawe'bin 
oladifthe lewes,or heathen ,hadcometoyouwith 
willing minds,to have their children baptifed;to this 
end,that they might loofe thename-ofa lew, orhea- 
called a Chriftian:: Butinow itis 
it ftinckés with you Mafter p-you aré fo be- 
witcht wich this opinion , that baptifme with water 
doth giuean entranceinto the fpeciall kingdome of 
-Heauen, (which the Lord {peaketh of,when hetaith, 
Except ye'teturne and become as little children jyee 
 fhal not enter into thekingdome of heauen)that you 
runne into a hundred errors: Whereas regeneration 
onely is’ the ‘entrance into’ that kingdome: of 
heatten;where into nore come, but ftich as thallbee 
faved: And whereas baptifme of water, but an 
eserance into the common Kingdome of heauen: 
COomparedto anet which catcheth fith of all forts, 
good andbad,and the bad haue as much gracé-conféer 
vnto them by baptifmeaas the'good’, asthey 
haue ofhis Sunne‘and raine:for the bad often; 
tines more’ fal of knowledge by thelightandcam 
| di{courfe moreredily vpon the word of God, then — 
THE good, may plant , and Apollo nay water, 
butitis God by the Spirit of regeneration, that 
| sines the increafe. 
you Matter your company;thechil- 
| dren of wifedome? atid difcerne ye nor, neitherdo'ye — 
duftifie thefe things.Are you ateacherin Tftaell, and 
not whatit is to be borne againe?Are ye thofe 


| 


fe 
| 
| 


to fet downe all wherein you mifle, and, alfo it 


dhelechi that arexeuealed vnto babes? 
not ig £0 you toknow.thefecrets oftheking- 
you that Ierufalem om,abone,and.are thefe.th 
hidden from you,doth he nor giueto his. little. 
“great things: ?Is heenotthe to day,that hee was - 
yelterday,and he not be the fame to morrow a- 

gaine?Yea heeis.the fameforeuer:andbehoideLam 
with you(faith heywnto the worlds.end,thoug h Heas 
-yenandearth doe his tal noe John 14, 
Belecue ye not this? know ye it, 
hope better ofyou,though I fofpeakestor.God hath 

enlargea my heart ,.and opened my mouth vato 
you,which puttech me in great hope,thatyou are of 
remnant which fhall be faued. But yet a litele fur-_ 
ther, for I fomewhat more to fay, yato you 
whichis hard to be vttered,becautel fay, yeareidull 
Ofhearing,and becaufe it would take vp much time 


being a courfe wherin I take no pleafure,] wil rather 
fet downe what the crush,then, sell. off your, 
hood, tha: by the grace, of G the one 
wemay elcape the other 
Now if you will know what difference thencis 
betweene the ceueSpowfeand Churchof 

Chritt,, which he doth build bipafelfe, againfiwhich, 

the gates of hell thalnotpreuailenor yetthefecond- 
cath, so whom hebath ginenthekeyes ofthe king. sity okies 
herentercommoners;i 
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Firftletvs confiderhow things wereinthe Apo- 
fllesdayes onearth, for thenIam fure,truthwasin 
lace and pra@tife both,and1 wil notlabourto make 
stagreewith thefe weaketimes:butmuchratherla- 
bourand defire, that we which live in thefe corrupe 
times, might agree with, and become like it. Ffay, 
whofocuer then gladly receiued tle word (asitis © 
written) were baptifed, and were called ofthe Apo- 
ftles generally by the names of holy brethren, parta- 
kers of the heauenly vocation, &c. Infomuch as they 
‘were made partakers of the holy Ghoft, and confen- 
vedto that heauenly calling, being enlightened & ta- 


- 


fting ofthat heauenly gitt:were calledholy,inregard 
_of thefe beginnings , which was wroughtin 
them, whereby -their olde lite was reformed. (And 


therefore the Lord compareth them that receiue the 
of his word, fome to the high way fide, fometo 
ftonie ground, andfome to thornie ground, & fome 

to good ground which brought forth fruite: Info- 
muchas they were fanétified and purged of fomeyn- 
if | * Lord) tobe fwept and garnifhed: and (by Peter) 
faidto be wafhed, and to the Hebrewes fan&tified: 
andall this is wroughtin them by the miniftration _ 
of the good word of God, which they had taftedof, — 
and by the operation of the holy Chott. whereof 
i | they were made partakers, whereby alfo fome of 
themwrought 
Nowthefethingsare all cOmon, as well tothofe 
vacitcumcifed in heart,the vnregenerate: Astothe 
eircumcifed in heart, the little ones, borne | 
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 Andalthough thefethings be effected by the Mini- 
fterieofthe word andoftheholy Ghoftanddotend - 
tohiskingdome; (forthe Lorddothnothingagainft = 
owne kingdome any more, then Sathan doth 
worke againft hiskingdome) yet itis not regencrati- pai 
-on, the birth of water and the holy Ghoft, fpoken 
of, noryet the firft refurreétion; Andthough this 
fowing ofthe word of the Lord, andthefeeffetsof 
thefpiritdotendtothekingdom, yetisitnotfowen 
inthehigh wayes, norin the ftonie ground, norioa 
the thornie ground, to the end it fhould bring forth 
fruit like the good fixty,andahun- 
fold. Andalthough thefe foure forts ofground, 
areCommunicants inthefecommonstogether,and 
little difference can be difcerned betweene them, 
thefe firft effe&ts and beginnings , for the rainedot 
 fallon all,andthe Sunnefhines withoutrefpe®. 
the fruite doth appeare after this gene- 
blade,whereby the good groundisknownefrom 
the bad, as the etares, and afterthis 
generall raine and fun-fhine, the good ground, 
_ good trees, doth bring forth good fruit: There doth 
 appearefo a difference betweene them,as is be- 
tweeneend and beginning, betweene firft andlaft: 

betweene the blade, and the fruite: Betweene the 
__kingdome compared toa Net, wherein all forts of, 
eoodand bad; andthekingdom 

comparedtoa field, wherein lay atreafurehido‘fo. 
great worth, that whofoeuer could get pofleffion of 
it(though it coft him all that euer hechad, were 

nenerfo much) yttfhould his aine be great andins 
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ber ty: pe pers they forth the vertucs of him:that 


finite: “td betw gene thofe little ones are 


borne againe) whote loucis great, for great ref pects: 


Who know they aretrantlated from death to life; 
And thote vnreturned ones that loue not, nor 
whether they goe. And as the difference is great, in 


ore gard of the v neertainty of the one, and the certaine 


cnerlafting happinefic Of che pther: So hauethey,a 


Charter fo great, and treedome fo ftrong, with{o 
many priuiledges belonging thereunto , as no Citie » 
in the world, norkingdome can afford the like, . 


And wherein, tho{e entercommoners,on whom _ 
God hath (hewed his bounty, in giving them Sunne 


and raine, and have nor vet brought forth fruit, can 
haue no part nor tellowthip: neither ought ( any 


more) to prelumpe totouch or meddle with, those 
thofe that might'not touch nor ftay the Arke-or him 
to whom Piver faid,thou haft no part nor 
with vs, nor inthis adininittcation, 
Butthole poore, little, rich, truitfull ones, are the 


-onely Prieits of God, the {tay ind pillars of his Arke 


of Arks: not made of wood, which now is gone to 
wrack, but of heauenly-enduring inatter,and trees of 


| clite:andal thoughthey be the pillars aind ftayes ot it, 


yet are they not the builders: Buc the Lord 
(who faith) ypon this rock will I build my Church. 
Nowas thele truitfull crees, and tree-borne Citi- 


zens, doe pertake, and haue fellowthip togedher, in 


the priniledges peculiar to this oly Cheah & City 
of God ; being /as one faith) a ‘cnofen generation, a 
royall Prickthood, an holy Nation, a people fer at li- 
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hath called them, whof t loue is perfect in ‘them:. | 
whereby they k now each other to beborne of God 
(as S.Jobnfaith) Hereby weknow that ye are in him. 
~ Andasthefe are knowne, either to other, by their 
fruit, which fruit I will not fpeake of heere, feeing it 
is as Lthinke plai ily defcribed before: out of ihe 
great licape of Commoners, doe fometimes appeare 
cuillecces 5 who are knowne alfo to thofe that are rp. 6 43.14 
borne againe by| heir cuill fruit, che fruit ofdeathro 
be vncurable euill trees. 'Thatis, fo finne againtt the 
light, andthem that walke in j it, asthar they fhallre- 
ceive the fentence of eternall death! euen while they 
trees twile ead, and plucke vp by thes rootes : of Ind.32. 
whoa itis written, Let him be curfed. 
Andas the gdod ground or trees, pre not appeare 
all at once, out of the enerall field of Commoners: 
but when it m who giueth the encreafe, 
fome fooner,fome later: $0, no more doe the euill 
trees appeare all at once, but now, andthen, when 
their cuill fruireis ripe; fome breake forth betimes, 
| fome ftaylon er, {ome noratall, ( tothe Church 
meane) vntill the great of account: who then 
fhall be found {peechleffe, without the wedding’ 
| ment. And as thie euill feruanr, that hid his Malters Pia 
talent: And asthe fiue foolith virgins, who found 
fuppofing tll then, all was well: Euen folikewife,is 
there many of his beloued ones, not knowne ee 
thers but the Lord himfelf chat! day! | 
then ,with the relt oftheir fellowes, fhill bee made 
manitettto all: yea, evento thofe, who fhallthen 
| 


| 
| 


) 
| 


admire their glory and riches ,when themfelues thall 
fycindutt, andfhame, Sothat whenthe Lord faith 
inhis Parable: That when the wheat did appeare by 

| the fruit,then did alfo appearethe tares : his meaning 
g | js, notthat inthe generall kingdome all the wheat 

appeares at once, and all the cares; but as 

betore. And theretyre the feruants,mutt not goe to 
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| | 

weeding ar che firft{prout ofthe care, though fome 

wheat, andfome tares doe evidently appeare, leaft 
vp Wheat with tares. For fome ofboth 
“thal remaine vnknowne vito them, vneill the great 
day. this is, and (hall be the condition 
(thi ofthe common field, & vniuerfiry of Chriftians va- 
ti day and therefore the feruants mutt {pare 
or iuftific, till their fruits doc cuidently ap- 
Ti | peare. Andas the Sunne doth thine, and the raine 
fall equally vponn chem, I meane thofe Chritti- 
ans thatfhallproue tares, as thofethatthall proouc 
good wheat, ht for the Lords owne barne: So ought 
alfo his ferwants to be kind to che vnkinde, and mer- 


cifull toall. Infomuch as in the firft effeéts before 
mentioned, there doth appeare little or no diffe- 
Nowhauing thus diftinguithed, betweene Chri- 
Atian an Cheiffian, Kingdomeand Kiagdome, tree 
andtree: Let vs fee how matters doe fall out be 
tweene them,and how they doe agree: and alfo how 
they ought to walke.and carrie themfelues toward 
cacu other. Andthat we may the eafier accomplith 
| our purpofe, we will deuide thefe great company of 
| Chriftrans into two parts, that is to fay: 


Some 
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Some borne of'God, returned and become as lit- 
dechildren, to whom he thekeyes of the 
kingdome, and all thofe priuiledges before fpoken 


andathoufandtreafures more befides,on whom 


fecond death fhatl neuer haue power , nor the 


gates of hell preugile. The other vnregenerate, 


quall partakers with the regenerate, in all the com- 


thing¢s before mentioned, butnoc inthe 


-fecond effects the latt and {j peciall things. 
Now, thefekind | 
fend thelitcle ones, jand defpife them : be¢aufe they 
are litle in their owne eyes, andpoore in their own 


fpiritzand are rcturried and becomeas little children, 


& becaufe their fruits ofloue appeare beyond theirs, 
knowing their owne works to be euill,and their bro- 


thren, Take heed th | tye defpife not onea 
Ucones, thefe loft fheepe whom I haue fought out; 


for Lfay vnto you, howfoeuer you cfteeme of them, 


Their Angels ftand|alwaies beholding my Fathers 


face whois inheaueh. Nay,except ye returne/faith 3. 


— the Lord) (to thofe| Difciples who would fo faine 
know who fhouldb the greate{t)and become as lit- 


uechildren, ye (hall! otenterinto thekingdomeof/ 

heauen. But whofoguer isbecomehumbleasalitde 
_childe, they are the greateft in the kingdome of 
uens they arethe chiefeft, and they haue the prehe- 


minence aboueall other in Gods treaftires.. 


After this, rd {peaketh to che little ones, vir. 15. 


andfaith, Ifthy brother tre(paffe againit thee, thou 
fhale tell him his fault, But betoreI procecdin 


| 
| 
fii 


| 


PELE 


inde of brethren, doe oftentimes of 


| 


| ie | at. 18.19, 
thers good, wherefore the Lord faith to thofe bre- ¥ Meee 


fthefelit-. 


ry 
{ 
| 
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| the words of our Lord, which followeth: About 
_ the meaning whereof, there is {c great differenceand © 
{trife at this day , whieh. hath caufed great diusfion 


and ennie: And becaute, itbeinga matter of great 


will labour the more diligently (by Gods aff. 
ftance) 10 di ffoluethe doubts, and to bring thetruch 
tolight: that by this meanes, the wandring thoughts | 

ofthofe, fled, and difpertt abroad might tbereclaie 


and brought home Andour contcntous {pi- 
|| rits at homealfo, better informed, that we may haue 


a more (pirituall, peacefull, and heauenly procee- 
cing,& encreafe fro good beginnings to molt happy 
ends, the which I make no doubr of: ifthey will but 
youchfafe to learne at the hands of trueth. Lo this” 


end, we will firitfee what S. /ohz meancth, and then 


were of the leit 
Chapter. 


‘come to our Lords words. 
Ifany man fee his brother finne a finse thatis 
-ynito death, lethim aske,and he {hall gine bim life for 
them that finhe notvnto death. There is a finne vn- 
todeath:] fay not that ye fhould pray for its All vn- 
Bs ghteoufnefle isfinne: but thereis afinne not vnto 
“death, We know,that whofoeuer is borne of God, 
finneth not, but he that is begotten of God, keepeth 
_himfelte, and that wicked one teucheth him not. 
As i! hee fhould fay ,'If any man that is borne of 
God, {ce any one of thefe brethren, that are not yet 
againe, finne again{t the light, or thofe that 
walke in the light: (fo itbe not in that depth as that 
itreacheth vnto death) let him that is born of God, 


| knowing it, aske of God,and he will giue him hfe for \). 


thein that not to rath, Thee 


-moment,and very neceflary atthisdaytobeknown: 


4 
| 
i 
3 
| 
+ 
i 
| | 
| 
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| Thereisa death, that fome of thofe thac 
~~ arevnborne of God doe cominit, not to bee prayed | 
for,thatis,a fine fo malitioufly committed,and with 
kn againft thelight, and with {9 bitter and 
-enuious afpirie againft thofe alfo thar walke in it, 
that he could withall his heart,ferue him | as Caine did 
brother:becaufe his owne workes are euill, and 
his brothers good. And this finneis notto be pray- 
edfor, and may bee difcerned by them which are 
_ borne of God, from the other:or elfe how could “nia 
fer whome they ought to pray,and fox whoine 
not. 
All v is finnejahd all pail is inclu- 
ded vnder the name of vorighteoufnefle: {ome of 
~which,all thofethat are borne of God are guilty of 
dayly: -and fhall be fo long as s they liue, in this earthly 
~ Tabernacle,for which they figh and mourne, long- 
tor this deiiuerance. But there is afinne not ynto 
deathewhieh none of thefe that are borne of God do 
commit:as he affirmeth in the next words. | 
~. Weknow (faith he)whofoeuer is borne of God «18, 
hot that is finnethnot neither thatfinne vn- 
to death, nor yet’ the finne not vnto death, before 
mentioned, but he thatis begotten of God, keepeth 
_himfelfe,and that wicked one toucheth him nat:that 
Ns through the {pirit of Chrift , that fealeth that holy 2.COr.T.22. 
Ieede, the word of faich to his heart:wherebyheeo- 
-uercommeth the w rid, and wicked can 
takenoplaceinhim. 
Nowletvsreturneto the wordes of our 


‘Sauiiour: snow that we perceiue the meaningofhis = 
K feruant 


‘A .. 


the little ones hétnt of Godin Whome is no occafi- 


ought to walke thofe vareturned bre- 


68 Tothe new Set of — 


feruant John, being alloneand thefame and 


what our Lord meane, proceeding where wee 


left. 
Moreouer if thy trefpas againft thee thou 


fhale tell hin’ his faule betweene thee and him a 
lone,&c. 


1 he Lord hauing from the beginning af the feel. 


cond verfe.of this Chapter, tothe end of the foure. 


teenth verfe of the fame: his {peeches,altoge- 
{ciples and. brechrens. 


igiuing them to vnderftand how neceflary it is thar 


ther,to thole 


they thould conuert: and that to the conuerted little 
ones, the great things doc belong: andto receiuéone 
of them in his name,is to receiue hina: charging them 
with ereat threatnings,to take heed that they offend 
not one ofthoic little ones,thewing them how vn- 
recoucrablea finne it is:he pronounceth a woe.vpon 
the comunitters thereof: And that as a man caft into 
the fea,with a mil-ftone about his necke, cannot pof- 


fibly returne againe, fo and more vnpoffible it is for 
any onetoreturne, that fallesinto this gulfe: And, — 


telling them allo, what great priuiledges they had, 
how their Meflengers haue accefle into the preence 


perith. 
theLord hauing edand charged the vn- 


returned ones thus,doth now turne his {peech vuto 


On ofeuill (as Saint John faith) fhewing them how 


of his fatherand beholde his face in heauen: and how | 
that his wil is that not one of thefe little ones thould » 
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theren. Ifthy brother trefpas againft 
Here we mutt confider, before we proceed any fur- 
ther,what trefpaffcs thefe are, and to this ende let 
Jeoke backe to that which hath beenefaidirom Saint 
Jobns words: As there is a finnevnto death, not to be 1 .tobs 5.16. 
prayed for,nor yet to be admonitht of being knowne : 
forthat man,which they know they may not pray | 
doe as well know itisinvainetoadmonifh:) 
So there is a finne not vnto death, which when 
they fee any of the vnreturned brethren commit, ey- 
againft the light,oragainft any of them, for fhe 
— jightand Gofpell fake:that may be both praye for, 
 andthey admonitht of by them(asit is written)bleffe 
them that curfe you,pray for them, which perfecute 
~ youras for him that finneth wittingly, and willingly 
againtt the light,and the obeyers therof, for thelight 
Gofpels fake,after he hath knowne the truth of 
—thefame: there doth remaine no more facrifice of 
_finne, &c. Of whome one praying the 
wicked. Bee not mercifull to them that tranfgreffe 
him that finneth, or trefpaffeth, vnwitting- 
ly,though the light’, and them that 


_Walke in it, as 


SEX 
ter 


often doe reuile and perfecute 
| doe Godferuice: There doth yet 


-remaine facrifice,and he may be both prayed for,and 


| 


pardon, both with God and his true Church , and Luh 23.34 
forfuch doth the Lord himfelfe pray,('aying) Father 
 forgiuethem,for they know not what they doe, and | 
another faith,Lord lay not this finneto their charge. — 


| 
| 
| 
| 


“So that this finne or trefpaffeheere, is not any finne 
committed fimply and alone, againft the ten Com- 
smaundements: But it is to the new co- 
~uenantin them that obey it: Forthe Lord doth not 
_heere give rules , and directions whereby to learne 


men to keepe the ten commaundements , but to 


teach them to obey the Gofpellsyet not fo; but that’ 


cuery finne committed againft the Gofpell , isalfoa 


breach of the lawsBut one may finne againft the law 
andyetnot againft the Gofpell, not that any man 
hath leaue to finneagaintt, or breake any of the ten 


commandements,but in many things, (as one faith) 


wefinneall, and loue couereth a multitude of thefe 


as itis written, Blefled is that man whofe 


iniquities are coucred,fo thatas Godin his loue doth — 
couer the manifold iniquities of his bleffed ones, fo. 


doe they all couer multitudes of thofe finnes in o- 


And that it cannot bee meant of the literall 


breach of any ofthe ten commatindements, experi- 
ence may prouesfor ifa man fechis brother commit — 


adultery,or murder, or theft, or heare him take the 


name of God in vaine,or fee him worfhip an Idoll, 
orany other fuch like grofle’finne, how may thefe 


rules and directions, in this place, ferue for this man, 
for after that he,which onely is priuie to his fault (be- 
fide God and himfelfe)hath plainely rebuked him:as 


the Scripture other where doth commande him fo 


to doe, If hee will not heare him; how may 


he then proceed according to the direction of Chrift 
ithe take one or two, and then telleth him his faulr, 


| and 


A 
| 
| 
‘ 
4 
i 
# 
| | 
° 
i | 
i 
( 
/ 
f 


andreproue him before themlor him, andtheother 
denieth any fuch faulethathe accufeth him of, and 
taketh him or them,whom he bringeth for witnelle, 
to beare witneffe againtt him, to proue hima flaun- 
derer,and fo he may proccede againft him (in mens 
judgement)more lawfully, and more agreeable to 
Chritts direction, then he may againft che other, be- 
caufehe hath one or two witriefles , whereas the o- 
ther hath none: and fo thofe witnefles,whom he ta- 
keth to beare witngs againit another,commeth now 
wherefore it is manifelt, thatno 
may accufe arfother of any finne( efpecially of 
~ thar Lind though He faw it with his eyes , or heard it 
with his eares,excepthe hath other eye or care wit 
nefles befideshimfelte,leaft hee bee condemned for 
-tranfgrefsion,and piinifhed for an euill doer ; foran Dew.19.15. 
accufation may nok be receiued vider twoorthree 
Sothenthe Lorddooth nck meane here, bytref- _ 
pafle, any ofthe groffe finnes of the Commaunde- 
ents,nor yet the fipaller multitudes of them,which 
loue doth coner,but hee meaneth the finnes or tref= 
pafles committed againft the little ones, that are: 
_ borne againe, hating them on defpifing them, for 
that they walke in the light,and fo in defpifing them — 
they despiferhe Lor his father that fent 
him, andfo they fin againft that light which fhould 
fauc their foules ; which being done yn- 
pardonable. Andasthelaw of life and faluation is 
 ‘moreexcellent thenthe law ofdeath , fo doth the fin: 
€xcell in greatneffe: he that de- 


| 

| 
| | 


bal 


10,28 


t.7 | 


Occation of thole cuils in him(as it is written) : Now 


||. Lo the new Sett of 


29. fivifed Afo/es law, died without mercie, vnder two or 


three witnefles, O how much forer punifhment fup- 
pofe, yefhal! he be worthy, that treadeth vnnder feete 
the Sonne of God,and counteth the blood of the Te- 


ftamentas an voholy thing, wherewith hee was fan- 
Gtified,and doth defpight the fpicit of grace! So then 


 cofinneagainft the lawis one thing, andto finnea- 


gainft the Gofpell is another : Wherefore by tref- 


pafle here is meant pardonable finne , committed 


gaint the new Teftament; and thofe that walkein 
thelight thereofvnwittingly. And thetrefpaffers, 


are luch as are not yet borne of God: forhee thatis © 


borne of God finneth not,neither is there any occafi- 


_onofeuillin him: meaning by finne and euill, the 


finne to death, and the finne not to death, before 


mentioned: for if he could finne the finne notto. 


death,hee muft needes finne the finne to death, be-- 
caufe he cannot doe it ignorantly: As Paw/ did, who 
faid I was receijuedto mercy ,forI did itignorantly, - 
feeing he knoweth the light,which?aa/ did notthen; 
for how is it poffible that he which is borne ofGod, _ 
who louethGod andhis brother alfo,that is begotten 
of him,who walketh inthe light(which is his lite and 
faluation)that he fhould hate his brother whom hee 
fo loueth or the light which his foule deligh- 
teth in,or refift the fame, feeing that his whole lite j 
and felicity doth confift therein ? And we know that | 
he that is borne of God , loueth God,and he that lo= 
ueth God, loueth his brother aifo, which is begotten 
of God; and {o he cannot finne, neither is there any 


lee 


| 
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Jetvs proceed,fe 
cleere. 


his fault between thee and him alone,ifhe heare thee, 
thou haft wonnethy brother : That is to fay, Ifany 


of thofe and brethren in common 
things, act regenerate, doe or {peake euill of 
any oneofyou,that are returned, and reuile or perfe-_ 
cute you for the lights fake, wherein you walke: Thou 


-fhaleinforme him of his faule between thee and him- 
felfealonejand him to vnderftand , that if he de- 
 {pife,fpeake euill ofreuile,or perfecute thee , he doth 
_itvato the Lord whom he profefleth , & exhort him 
tohumble his heart, and be conuerted , and walke in 


-thatlight himfelfe: and then hee thall loue bothit, 


and embrace and loue them alfo that walke in it: ifhe 


takeknowledge recciucth thy words | 


_ofexhortation and counfell,and fay vnto thee, itre- 
me: thou halt forgiue him,feeing thou haft 
won thy brother 3 but if thee not , take yer 
~ With thee one or two, that by the mouth of two or 


three witneffes, cuery word may be confirmed: That 


is tofay,ifhe fcorne thy information, and defpife 


both thee and thy exhortation, {till proceeding in his | 


cuill againtt thee,and thelight in thee, thou fhalt not 
yet giuc hin ouer,but take yet with thee one or two 
ofthy fathers owne children, of thofe little returned 
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ing that the Wway(as hope) iS inade 


Ifthy againtt thee, goe tell him 


6. 


onesthy brethren,andfecke his loue(asbeforejwith 


all courtefie and meckenefle of exhortation : andif 


he ftill refift thy lone, and veter wordes of {corne a: 


gainft thee, orreuile thee,as enuie cannot hide itfelte: 
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Then can that one or two,witnefle againft him and 
will,ifthat he will not heare them neither, (butfirft 
| Jet them alfo admonith him)that fo cuery word that. 
he fpeaketh cuill againft thee,or the light in thee,may 


beconfirmed. Andifhe refule to heare them , tellie 
vnto the Church, & ifhe refufe to heare the Church 
alfolet him be vnto theeas an Heathen man anda _ 

Publican :that is , If hee ftililikea fcorner, refufe to 

giue eare and to receiue inftruction, at the handes of 

—thatone witnefle withthee or two, tell it to the 
vie Church,that is,co thofe little ones borne of God,be-- 
. ing gathered together in my name, who onely have 

Pillarsinhis this priuiledge tobe my Church and Pillar of sruth; 

for if there were fiuchundred brethren morebefide 
the little humble ones,yet none can iudge this caufe 
but they. This Church doth neuer condemn the jno- 

cent,andletihe guilty goe free. This Church neuer 
decreed lies,and condemned the truth. And ifhere- 
fale to heare this Church, let him bee vato thee no. 
longer as a brother,anda fellow partaker in the com- 
mon things of the kingdome, wherein before hedid 

and njight take pare with thee,as a difciple of Chrift, | 
but let him be vnto thee,and vnto all the Church, e- 
aga Heathen that belecueth not the truth ofthe 
Ghofpell, and asa Publican that profeffeth thepra= 
Verily [fay vnto you, whatfoeuer you 
| binde earth fhall be boundiin heauen,and 
you loofe on earth fhall:- be loofed in heaven: 
for to you it is,to whom I haue giuen theKeyes of 
i. the Kingdome of Heauen , as well to binde them 
thatfinne againft-you and the Couenanrot loue 
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written in you, with the bondofdeath, andtofhut 
 thegateof mercy andloue againft them, as alfoto 
Jofethe bonds of iniquity, and the cords andchaines 
oftheir finnes,that do repent :andto openthegates 
ofiny kingdome of mercy & life vnto them: fothat 
 whatfoeuer ye binde on earth, isbound inheauen, 
and whatfoeuer yelofeon earth, is lofed in heauen. 
For ifhe efcaped nor,that defpifed him that fpake on 
earth, how fhould he then efcape, that defpifeth him 
~ that fpeaketh from heauen ? Andas he died without 
mercy vnder two or three witneiTes,that defpifed 
law: Muchmore lamentable, and fearefull, 
isthecondition of him, that defpifeth that law, and 
couenant of grace,whereby his fale thouldliue:re- 
_fifting the voice of the bride, and of herchildren, 
which foughthis good. How much greater ishis 
_ bondage, and forer fhall his punifhment be, that is 
condemned by that Church, (where the Princeof. 
thecouenant doth fit) of treafon againft-his bloud, 
bythe teftimony of two or three Witneffes , Ithad 
_ been good for that man ifhe neuer had beene borne. - 
And better for him, after hee was borne, that a mil- 
-ftone had beene hanged about his neck,and throwne 
tothe bottome of the Sea, before he fell todefpife 
Lord in his ndto refifthis {piritof 
Againe,verily [fay vnto you, That iftwo ofyou ., 
my brethren, that beleeueinme,agreeinearthvypon 
any thing concerning my word , andthe meaning 
thereof, either forthe fentence of death to the difo- 


bedient, or mercy and life to the returned finner, 


/ 
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_ whatfoeuer ye aske the Father in my name (ifie 
belife, fo. hin that not vato death, or what. 
foencr cli¢is neceffary and good for the kingdome) 


: | he will it YOuls | 


For, where two or three be gathered in my name, 
there am Lin the middeft of you , what will hee not. 
therefore giuc you for my fake, Askeand ye fhall re. 
that your ioy may betull. Thefe are priuiled. 
_ ges, belonging only to th felittleones that areborn 
God,who haue their parts inthe firftrefurrection, 
~againit whom the gates othell tha!l nor preuaile,nor 
yetthe fecond death. | | 
 Burthere was cuermore an //rae// after the fleth, 
which perfecuted that //rae/which is after the {pirit, | 
Mat.x4 34. and fhall beto theworlds end. For this generation 
not paffe away till the Lord himfelfe come. And 
if there Were not an //rae/ not of God, Pau/ would | 
neuer hauefaid.( To the which is of 
ifthere werenetan earthly lerufalem, he wouldne-— 
uerhane'told vs@faheauenly. 
--Yeaythere were two Lerufalems in all times : Two 
Ifraelsin all ages, mothers, two teftaments,two 
feeds, euenfromthe beginning: As Cane and Abell, 
Umaelland Efau and Jacob: Two lands of Ca- 
naan, heauenly and earthly: Two refts, carnalland - 
Spirituall, Asicis written, faying: To day if yewill 
heare his voice,harden not sy yeenter 
BOtinto this reft: Euen then while they werein 
171819. feflion ot che earthly reft,which by vnhardning their 
hearts, and hearing his voice, they might haueen- 
wed into. Even the fame way which cuer was, ftill 
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| remaines, and fhall doe to dhe end, Euenthe 
fame reft,the fameheauenly lernfalem,the fame con- 
gregation of the firft borne, the fame holy City, ths 
| Church, which hath hadin it at all times, the 
_ fame power from God to bindeand loofe, to remit 
and to retain finnes,And this is the bride, the Lambs 
waite, This isthe, to whom is granted to be cloathed 
 inwhite aray: And thefe are they that watch, and 
are fober, attending with their Lampes burning, to 
_ meete the bridegroome their husband. Thefe al! vn- 
hardened their hearts, and heard his voice, anden- 
tred'into his reft. Thereft and peace with God, reft 
-tocheir foules, that reft which is faid to remain Heb.4.9. 
tothepeople of God. And whofocuer entred into 
thacreit, did firft heare his voice, that is, received the 
word ot faith. received that word 


offaith ; did firft vnharden his heart : that is, did firkt 

_ repent: was loft, and dead, crying, and bewailing, 

with an vn-veterable defire oflite,his finnes & death. 

And thefe arethe dead which heare the voice of the /9%§.25. 


2 


fonne of man, and liue.And this is that one baptifme |, 7 

{poken of, andis called the baptifine of repentance, 

and the beginning ofthe Gofpell,thepreparationto 3-4 

the word of faith, Sues one faith fpoken of,) and 

they thatare borne againeofthefetwo, haucallre- 

ceiuedthat one {pirit {poken of, eucn the {pirit of a- 

doption,and are all feruants vnto that one Lord,and’ 
children to that one God their Father, who is aboue 

all,and through all, andinthem all. And thefeare 

entred into the kingdome of heauen , whicli is not Xem.14.t7, 
mMeate,and drinke,and 


> 


Now let vs fpeakeali:tleof the libertyandftee 
dome of thiskingdome. Thiskingdome is free 


| 


bondage, but at liberty, wherefoeuer fhe liueth in 
any kingdome or common-wealth, and ifthe Magi- 
-ftracie thereof, fay eate, they cate: or drinke, they 
_ drinke: or put on, they puton: obferue and keepe; 
touch, ortaft,or handle, or pay, they obey: Ifthey 
forbid, they alfo heare, and forbeares bothinthefe 
-andall other things of thelike nature. And foare | 
they obedient to all manner ordinances of man, for 
the Lords fake; againft whofe commandementelfe 
they fhouldfinne, who faith, Giuevnto Cefar thofe 
things that areC/ars. Andthereis nokingdome,or 
ftare whatfoeuer, where Chriftians arenot inbon- 
dage (if itbee abondage) tofomeof thefe. Andif 
there were (which is vnpoffible) then wereitleftto 
their choife, to take or leaue with moderation, as 
pleafe them: as it is alfo vnderagouernment, where 
things ofthe fame nature are fo left, neither 
commanded,norforbidden And herein confiiteth 
their liberty , in thae it toucheth not their confci- 
ence, For whether they eate, or eate not, they finne 
not, for God requireth neither the one nor theo- 
ther, wherfore if we giuethefe things to Ce/ar,we do 
wrong neither to God, nor yet to our conf{ciences, 
butrather if we giue not, being required: as the Lord 
ay, _ bimfelfefaidin the like cafe, Pay itto them leaft wee 
And as Ce/ar muft haue, and be obeyed in what- 
focuer belongs tohim, fo wee muit giuevntoGod _ 
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 Andherein, b 
any for 


Godand Cefar. 
whatfoeuer,but Gods truth and his Church: feeing 
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E whatfocuer he requires,and obey him in whatfoeuer. 
hecommands. Now the greateft difficulty liethin 

this, ro diltinguith betweene the things of God, and 
the of Cefar, that knowing them afunder,we 


may the better know h Swherein,toobeyboth 


any refpect, in and of the world 


the grace of my God, Iwill not 


that know, it fhal cometo thetryaloffuchatouch- 
ftone which cannot erre: Who will waighic, tryit, 


and condemne it,if it be found corrupt,or too light, 


Andalthough it bea commen fault in men, tore- 

fpeét the prefent aid generall affeCtion : and the ap- 
_ probation ofthe moft and greateft, {way they as they 

will:Yet infomuch as I Godis in all times 
and {feeth in al places, be they neuer fo fecret, and 
-fothat he hath eyes abroad thatcan fee, though 
_ ny beblind,and lyes.goe as current as truth with 
—ny:And feeing I not onely this time,buta 


ter time fhall try it, [ will therefore bee aduifed and 
made by the cunningft inuenter of lyes whatfoeuer, 


the hands oftruth. And there is no ftubble or ftraw 
whatfoeuer, but fh 1 bee nfumed with the 


but fhall once, eythér fooner or later, fuffer death at 


thereof, 


Now letvs fee, firft what are the things of God, 


word, 


which doth belong to him:And then we fhall the 
fier {ee,what are Ca/ars thinges that belong to him. 
Thethings of God tcuth and fpirie,his truth is his 


lobn.4. 23.24. 
Jobn.37 17, 
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17.17. 
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word, his wordcis his law:his law is of two forts and’ 


thereforeis calledtwo Teftaments. Phe Teftamene 
and of death:and the Reuelation and Couenant 

Allthe Scriptures are true, but all that is writtea 
therein is not tle word of God: For fometimes the 
holy Ghoft fets downe the finnes and practifes of 
uill me: And fometimes he deferibeth vnto vs the 
lying wordes of the fale prophets : which when wee 
read,we mutt nottake irfor the word of God, but 


 tharitis erue,we beleeue:fir they which wrore- 


notth¢truth, 
The word of God then,and the truth we meane,Is 
that whichcame from heauen, whether that iuft and - 


it could noterre therein,and therefore truthit is, but 


holy law of commaundeinents, which is called the 
— minifter of death,becaufe we could not fulfill it, and 
therforeit could not giuevslife,but the iuft fentéce of 


death;or thatperteét Jaw and teftament of life, which 


conuerteth foules,I meane the Gofpell,whichis ina 


more and peculiar maner,calledthe wordof 
God,then the law is or can be,as where it faitb,Faith | 
commieth by hearing, and hearing bythe worde of 
God, Andagaine we haue amoft {ure wordeof the 
Prophets, vnto the which ye doe well thatyee giue 
heed,&c. And in diuers other places both in the new 


and old Teftament,whereby, nothing is meant(by a-’ 


ny meanes)but the promife and: word of life: And 
therefore he faith, Sanctifie them through thy word: 
thy wordis the truth. Now, in thefetwo Teftaments 
is declared whatfoeuer God requireth:eythee to 
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» Andalfo our duets 


high and low, 


cesand thadows 
feiforth vito vsid 


and both andall, 


riches of Godin 
ditton oftho'e chat 
his fawror his fener 


letus Chritt. 
chetpecial 


| thote that difobey 
the end of al! iniahe 


tiled Separatifis, 
hether it be faith or obedience: 
to our neighbours, of all forts, 


s bounty and mereyyand the con- 
ity and iuftice, in the condition of 
‘both Jawe and Gofpell. Tirae 


peculiarly to him alone, are they that we mutt ‘peake 


of. His peculiar things are thefe, firft as fro aa hin we 
are gone aftray, and by his holy law pronounce 
dead:fo to him a'one we muft retarne to fecke iste: 


for he alone can gi 
Tecuc and put our c 


light Him onely w 


jeitvs,In him alone we muftbe 
onfidence to hiaraione wee mutt 


muft feare as God: him only we 


muitloueas God: him onely wec mutt acknowledge 


for our Sauiour,andRedeemer:his commandements 
mutt be obeyed onely aboue all:and hee onely 
{hipped with our whole {pirits. For he alone 
haug¢ our hearts,and this is {piric ioyned with truth, 
Neither this mountaine nor that, d th hee require, 


or yet forbid:wha 


« 
i 


God requirech mit place 


the commaundeth not,Ce/ar pay 


he torbiddeth not,Ce/ar may command, 
alike : Cefar may com- 


M 


{and bad, and all the holy 


fies, & Reuclarions|which came fr6 abouesand lacrifi- 


hatfocuer,which thetcriprures do 
ytend to one or other of thefe two? 
oc tend eyther tothew forth the 


curne,obey his Gofpell, and loue 


beethe glory of G od, and ot our | 


{things of God, that doe belong 


| hee be our God, and chicfe de- 


| 

| 
| 

| 


are 
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mautid a place for the publike:fo he doe forbid none 


1 - forallthe powers that be(as one faith)are 


in ptiuate.God requireth not apparrell Ce/ar iy 


forbid: God forbiddeth not:Ce/ar may commaund, 


Where there is nolaw, there is libertie,wee were in 


bondage once (indeede) when fhaddowes were in 


placejbut now we are freed and fer at liberty, by the 
Son who is free,and the very fubftance is in him. 
Godcommaundeth all times for prayers and fup- 


plications:Ce/ar onetime, forbidding no time , brea- 
keth no law;for euery (one,is contained in all: And 
foinall other things, chat are not eyther commaun: 


ded,or forbidden of God:andin obeying Cefar ther- 


in, wee giue vnto Cefar the thinges that are Ce/ars, 
_ whereas otherwife,if weobey him not, wee are guil- 


ofthe breach of the morall law ,,which fateth, 
‘thou fhalt louethy neighbour as thy felfe. Andfo 


br eaking this one great cOmandement, Weare guilty 
ofthat other,the greateft of all. Thou fhaltloue thy 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with allthy 


‘ 


For although God doth not appoint and com- 


maund Cefar, in all, what lawes hee fhall make : yet 
doth hee confirme all thofe Jawes which hee doth 
wake:which are not contrary to his owne lawes.and 
commandeth obedience thereto at the handes ofall 


fubieéts ro their Kings and gouernours,and all other 
their fuperiours,bee they good or bad, of what pro- 
fefiaon loever he be,whether Prophet , or Prieft , or. 
_ Bithop trucor falfe:fo he haue power , he muft be o- 


beyed:or elfe we ate guilty ofthe wole law of God, . 


\ 
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fordifobeying ofany of thefe his gouernours, in any 
 ofthofe lawes or Canons not oppotite to Gods 
Jawes,he fuffereth as an doer, and fo depriueth 


y ate lawfull(as one faith) 


~himfelfe of thac liberty, w 
-tethto,faying. Stand faft in theliberty wherin Chrift 
had made you free,and be notentangled againe, Sce. 
Ifyou doe well faith one, who willharine you. The 
are paft longa goe wherein there was a law 
which not,taft nor,handle not,Scc.wher- 
confciences might be defiled,but thanks beeto 
God, who hath freed vs through Iefus Chrift our 
Lord, that whether wee cate or eate not , touch or 
rouchnot,obferue or obferue not, wee offend nor, 
fothat wee haueknowledge, neither God nor our 


in prifon,or fuftereth any punifhment (whatfoeuer) 


berty there-vnder, to runne into all kind of riot and 


things that are G dst And in thofe things which nei- 


ther God nor Cefar doth require, but isin ourowne 
| liberty totake our leaue,as to 
_ on,to buy,and the like:heerein wee muft not exceed, 
tea(tit ouercomeandrule our affections, and fo wee 


eate and drinke, to put 


turne our liberty ro fin, much rather let vs forbeare, 
finding them not expedient, for though all thinges 


which the Apoftle exhor- | 


exceffe, But we,as we mutt giue vnto Ce/ar the things 
that are Céefars: So wee muft give vnto Godthe 


Gals. 
Pet.3.3. 
| 


tall things are not expedie 1.cor.6,12. 


God.And therefore whofoeuer hee bethat lyeth 


-confciences,fo that withall we take heede and make 
this liberty a cloakeforfinne, Itis a good gar- 
‘mentfora not for afinner, forheetakesli- 
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; 
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Obidtion. 
findein my heart to obey Ce/ar the King, can- 


“Rew 


| 


of; any thing And on them, faith hei in 


(canit thou not indecd? ) Take loue into thy cay 
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placc)who walke fo as ye hauevs for an example,for. 
many walke, of whome I haue told you often, and — 
now tell you weeping , who are enemies to the 


Crofle of Chriitwwhofe endis Canation, whofe God. 


the'rbelly, and ¢ gbry their thame,which minde | 
earthly things, bur our conuerfation is in heauen, 


Andcheref! ide let vs giue vnto. God the ching thae 
are Gods aud to C: of. that are C2/ars.And 


it Co/ar thould require any thing wh. ch belongeth | 


to God let vs giue him our lines, ifwe had ten thou. 
fand, bdfere hee fhould hanc ic, “eid then wefhould | 


noctuffer as cull doers but tor nyhtcoulneffe fake. 


Thefe things look vnto, you that run from couns | 


try to conneryind you alte chat {tay at h. me, and 


trouble the proceedings of Si ou. Know this tliat yee 


as cull doersyary d caul: othe:s alie. to doc the 
like, by following yourfteppes. 
Buc fome man perhaps will fay, Leould Moot” 


not abide thefe Prelates the Bithops to obey thein | 


andthen thou thalt fee wat thou canft doe. 


| 


thouwiltfay, Hee is noC./ar, nor yet alawfull go- 


uernour, his calling a 1d power is Antichriftian, and 


itcame from the beaft, The Pope of Rome. who ree 


ceed not his power from God, but from the egreat 
red Dragon the diuell. 

» Well,Launf{were : Heere thou art deceiuted 
wayes, firit whereas thou faie(t, that our Bifhops re- 
their callings & power trom the beaft the 


| 
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of Rome. is wntrue: In former times indeede they 
dids burnowrthey receive their callings and power 
from Cofar our King ho hath authority to deter- 
mine and appoint, eu ry publique calling in all his Titus; 
kingdom s, tedding to! the common-wealth Dial] 
histubiects.as welf tor the teeding oftheirfoules,as 
forthe ion of (heir bodiesandgoods. And 
thisisa charge v on him by God himfelfe, as 
every houtholder is bound to prouide (to his po- 
allchings ary for his houfhold, both for 
foule and bod, :| And as the King is bound to fee all 
his great hout ld prouided tor (to his power) and 
to place ouerthem the beft and fittelt for the pur- 
_pofe, mean oule and body:So he may giue po-’ 
wer and authority to all forts of them, to performe 
willofGod, and to fee his Gwne lawes keptand 
executed, wichout refiftance or difturbance. 
Secondly, whereas thou faieft, that che beaft, the 
Pope.receiued his power fromthe greatred Dragon 
the diuell Thou fait true, butthou fhalt{ee, ifthou 
wilt lonke well ypon the matter, how thou de- 
ceine thy felfe, For tell mee, who wasthat greatréed 
wasit the diuell himfelfe alone, orwasit 
_ «the Emperour in whom the ditiell dwelt, who is {aid 4.12.3 
tohauefeucn heads and ten hornes? wherewiththe 
diicll done is neuer defcribed, but the Emperourit 
W.is that gaue him his power , and his Throane, and, 
great authority,in whom the diuell dwelt,as hed oth 
inallfuch'ixebloudy Tyrants: Andashehathdone 
inthe beattthe Dragons fucceffour, (in morecruell 
Malice aud deceit) aboue-forty-ofhis ewo''and forty» 


3 moncths 


f 
7 
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So that what power fo euer it be, and in whatfocuer 
they command or forbid: They muft be obeyed ; al- 


planters therco 
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moneths :wherein power was giuen himto doe. 


But tell me, who gaue the Emperour his power? _ 
was it not God, Chrift our Lord faith to the Empe. | 
rours Deputy Pé/at: Thou couldit haueno power 


(faith he) except it were giuen thee fromaboue. So 
then whether it be the Emperours Deputy Plat: or 
_ his fucceffour, the Pope: or any other that hath au- 

~ thority and power: Their power is giuen them from 
aboue, whatfoeuer they be. And {fo one faith true, 


All powers that be, are ordained of God,and he that _ 
feth the power, refilteth the ordinance of God. 


wayes prouided, that they command not that which 


God forbiddeth, or forbid that which God céman- 


deth, AndfoweegiuetoCe/ar the things chat are. 

But thefe things are loathfome in your eares, and 
eyes, and this (of all other) vvill goe hardeft downe _ 
with you. For the power and authority of Bifhops, 
youhold, is Antichriftian, andto obey their lawes 


and ordinances, ydu fay, is to worfhip the beaft: — 


Though the they commaund be neuer foin- 
differently lawfull in themfelues , tobe done or left 


-yndone, their authority and commaund (you fay) 


Andthis is not your faying alone: itisaforethat — 


hath feftered thefe thirty yeates in England, andhath 


bred diuers Sets andintectiueerrors: Our Teachers 

and Mriters for reformation, werethefirft 
> Whocthrough their ignorance (im 

| | | their 


8 


| 1 3 

| bes 
If 
4 
| 
| 
4 
| | 

j | 

f 

/ 


hath,and will deliuer from thefe wayward and 


encetobe madeofthem :but astobe circumcifedis 
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their heat) not difcerning betweene the thinges of 
God,andther ings of Cafar, for want ofknowledge 
concerning Chri ian liberty,conceiued a law offor- 
bidding,and gaue it out, charging the people vppon 
paine of condemnation to be obedient thereunto: ~ 
whereby they hauc brought themfelues and many 
hundred poore foules befidesyloaden with finne jin- 
toa further captivity and greater bondage then they 
were in before: For whereas their finnes onely op- 
-_preft them;andremembring Gods promife, had 
efcaped: law of their Teachers camefo 
fuddenly on the necke of them,that they were driven 
into aharder ftreight, andvnder amore vnrecouera- 
ble burden chen they were before: which hath beene 
fo wearifome vnto tocafethemfelues,they 
hane made Seéts,andrunningintothem, hauefallen 
many groffe errours: {ome alfo falling to,and 
‘embracing this prefent world : Onely a remnant 


diftaftfal {piritsand giue them to fee, how Chriftians _ 
are free,and yet {ubiects toCe/ar, andhowthecon- 
{cience is no more defiled by the commaunder(of — 

what condition focuer hee bee) intheir obedience, 
thenitfhould be by leauing ic vnidone , ifneyther 
mannor Godrequire it: for as wee are freed from. 
_ thelawof Ceremonies ( once in force before the I.) 


death of Chrift ) thatthereis now no moreconfci- 


q 


vncircticifed is nothing,as we may 


feebythecexample of Paw/and Timothy, whoatter 
afcenfion oflefis Chrift, 


4 | 
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andthe holy Ghoft wasfentvntothe Church: after 
which time Circumeifion was as abfolutely abolifh- 
edith allthe whole law of Ceremonies, ‘as euer it 
was finceto this day : yet did purifie himfelte 
after the maner of the Lewes, andcircumecifed Timo. 
_ thy; To proueand fhew vnto vs , euen to the worlds 
hatthere is no more holinefle or Religion, in 


™ 


i making con{cience to abftaine from Circumcifion, 
| then there is to be Circumcifed: foras itis nothing — 
li be Circumcifed ( fecing the end of it was 
if 788,19. _complith’t dong agoe) fo is it nothing to bee 
So that ita man of God fhould now be cireumci- 
the like end as Timothy was , orthould fathion 
hiefelfelike alew,to the fameendthat Pan! did, he 
4 > 


fhould finne no more then and Timothy did. 
Neither fhoulda man offend,ithe fhould ficat Table 
sin theildols Temple,and ofthe meate faerificed 


to an fdoll,(o that he know that an Idol! is nothing 
inthe World, and dooth efteeine it as the duft vnder 
| his feete,he firineth not :fo that hee bow not, nor 
if or thew any reverence, cittter to the Idoll, the 


Temple, or the Feaft, buronely receiue the meate 


feruice,did yetthinke that there was fomecon{cience 


i 


with giuing thankes to God: A!waies prouidedtoo 
ABR withall , that there be no weake brother that dooth 
make conicience for waut of knowledge , whici: is. 
| Offended thereat,nor yet any Cariftian (as then there 

1 : Were lome)chat hauing beene bredand brought vp, 

among dolaters , andlong accuftomed to the Idoll 


| 


to be made,& reverence to be had of it, that might be 


| 
| 
| 
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emboldened thereby in that their finne, or encoura-° 
ged thereby, to fall to worthip the Idoll againe, and 
to doe feruicelvnto it. fay, all thefe thinges being 
coniidered, and confcionably regarded, and preuens 
ted: Itisnofinne tofitat Table in theldols Tem- 
ple, and to eare the meate facrificed to Ido!s: Buto- 
therwife all thefe things confidered, anddone,(asis 
 aforefaid) Ifthe eace meat facrificed to Idols, orficat 
theIdols Table, hefinnethagainftthebrethren,and 
fo againft God and not onely fo, but if he yeeld 
reucrence, he is alfoanIdolater, andfinnethagainfg 


ow if theie thinges may bee lawfully donea- 

mongfttheIdolaters, andin their Temples, asthen _ 
Chrittians liued for the moft part amongft Idola- 

ters: and as thefe Scriptures doe cuidently proue 

Was in their liberty: and as faith, Tothe lew ,.,. 9.19.20. 
-becomeasalew, that] may winne the lew; to the 21.22.23. 
Grecian, as the Grecian, &c. Yea, lam madeall © 
things to all men, to the end that might winfome. 
Andalfo that ofthe Affirian, when heefhouldgoe 
into the houfe of the Idoll Rr#zmon,andbowdowne 
his Matter t leane on,when he was worthipping 
—totheldoll: whenhe made doubt ofit,theProphete 
_badhim goein peace. [fay if thefe things beethus _ 

-farrein our liberty among the heathen, and in plac¢ 
otldolatry, wherethe endand intent is abhomina- 
And alfo concerning the ce- 


remonies, whofe endis abfolutely abolifhed: Asal- 


foin Rome, whofe commauridements ofiall other 
hauein chem {do thatwe 


| 
| 


take of their plagues , If wee may 


partake not with them in their fines, leaft we pare 


yeeldand obey, in things indifferent,whatfoeuer the | 
commander be, as thofe Scriptures before mentios — 
ned doth witnefle: How much more ought wee te 
be obedient to the lawes and ordinances of England, 


feeing they intend not, neither omy nor {uper- 


rence there 
our Commanders (in profeffion of Re. | 
andthe commanders of the heathen, andof 

the-City of abhominations. For ifIthould | 


ftition. Contidering alfo what great d 
is ber’ 


ligipr 
Roine 


what King with his vnder gouernours,is- 


there in the world, that dothcommand the truth of. 


Religion, in generall, like the King and Gouernours 


of England: And you are reformers that ftand fo 


“much termes ? ‘What law is therein England 


impofed vpon you contrary to Gods law? Confider- 


ana tell vs. [know what you haue pretended a great 


while, and we hauefeene the iffue of it ::‘butlookea 
little better vypon the matter, and fearch throughly. 
If you finde any contrary to God, andhis law impo- | 


vpon you(but looke ye be in a fure ground)Obey 
them not, what King foeuer command you, let him | 


firft haueall, euen your liues: Ifnat, take heed,fufter 
not like euill doers, as you haue done a great while: 


as you haue pretended reformation in the gene- 


rall, now reformeyour felues in particular: for be it _ 
knowne ynto you, your doctrines, and proceedings, — 


hau beene the caufe of much euill, you haue beene 


the breeders of thefe feats, you haue laid the founda- 
won, and others build. 
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therefore you are no moreable to deale with them 
in this contronerfie, then\oneis able to deale with 
his enemie , when hee hath yeelded himall his wea- 


E pons:For by the fame reafon that you inuay againft 


the ceremonies(as ye call them } will they come a- 
gainft you for going to the aflemblies in the Temple: 


andas you find fault with them forwant ofan elder- 
fhip in the ordination oftheir paftors: They defend 


_ their proceedings by the fame reafons,that you deny 


= 


~ the Authority of your Presbitery athome. And you 

~ would alfo haue the Church of the fame fafhion as 

_ they:For you agree with them that non ought to be 

baptifed, but fuch as doe firlt (hew forth vnto you 
fruits of regeneration: Whereupon dependeth 
their Separation and Rebaptifings , and then ought 
 notchildren to bee baptifed, for they fhew forth no 
fruits of Regeneration:fo that ifalbetrue which you 
fay,thatis true which they doe, andfo youare the 
fayers, andthey the doers, Andtherefore you muft 

of neceflity, either with them, or change your 


minds,or elfe hide your felues forfhame; for yecan- _ 
-notfight with chem,feeing you are vnarmied,& they 


-haue all your w pons. Therefore as you haue_ 
troubled many a poore foule with your doubrfull 
Dotrines,vnder pretence of abftaining from finne, 


and performing of holy duties , that many of you, 


and ofyour followers, differ but little from the Seét 
_ ofthe Pharifes:So now at laft,fee if yce can learne to 


them better inftruétion. 


And as you beene the Authors of Seéts, 


N 
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Rebaptifed S eparati(ts 


Their buildings ftand vpon your foundation, and 


| 

| 
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hat 


vnto GodthethingsthatareGod 
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and many errors,which hath bred much diftraAion, 
and trouble of {pirit,as is to be {eene this day bothat 
homeand abroad, now at laft fecke to redreffe it, for 
it is lamentable to behold , how many hundreds of 
people, (no doubr fingleand vprightin heart, hun- 


pring thirfting forpeace and rett to their foules) 


cene by you feduced and brought into afpiris 
tuall bondage: And alfothrough theirdeuotion and 


‘bounty vnto you, haue broughr themfelues /fome 


of them)into pres wants , and miferies : fome with | 
feafting of yodfomre withliéding,fome with giving: 
andfometo eafe their con ciences , which you had 
burdened,and to efcape trouble, haueleft their cal- 
lings,remooued their dwellings ; folde their poffefli- 
ons,fied their countrey,feparating. themfelues from 
the Church of Englandas from Idplatry,and the 
hominations of Antichrift. And beeing beyond the 
feas (In Holland by name) beholding among the 
Sects of Separatifts there, The wranglings,the braw- 
the deuilions ,the enuic, and the groffe fins that. 
1 beene amongft them, been driven to their 
Witts ends,running from Seé& to Sed, and from er- 


_ rorto error,that fome of them now at lait, are be- 
come carnall and blafphemous Familifts: betweene 


whomandthe worldlings, there is little difference, 


in their dodtrines and blafphemies. Others 


(the better of thetwo)Imbracing meerely this pre- 
fent world. Onely a few haue efcaped, whome God 
hath better inftru@ted,who can tell how, through his 


Brace,to giue vnto Ce/ar, thethings that are Cufars, 


And 


’ 
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And now yet for allthis , neither you nor your 
followers, haue once called into.queftion,your begin- 
— ningsand grounds of thefe things: but they are fo 

blinded with you, and you with your long accufto- 
etrors,/your fuppofed truth Jand with the argu- 
ments you haue folong maintained,againft the Bi- 
~ fhops their titles, their places, andcallings, The in- 
junctions and ceremonies as ye call them: that you” 

{till proceeded,in your blind zeale:euen to flen- 
cing andimprifoning:and they on the other fide, in 
their deuotion and fimple zeale of your Doétrine 
 andyou, fo that they haue miniftred fo bountifully 
vnto you,and that. out of their penury fome of them, 
you haue filled bagges with imoney,and 


your bellies with cheere,(fome of you)whenfome of 
your poorecontributors,and followers,haue fic with 
ahungry meale at home,withmany afighand 
trouble in {pirit, when as neither you your rich 
 followers,haue enquired, or looke after 
them. Andyouarefo cunning fomeof you ,thac 
you can plead to increafe your ftore, that 
you may hauc hundreds to {pare againft 
herein your greateft andricheft followers arefo 
partial, they wil giue you apound,and plenty offeafts 
& cheere:when Shey wil gjue their poore hun- 
gry brother a penny, a cup of cold water, ora picce 
bread: And this they hauelearnedofyou, whoare 
»  alfoas partiall as they,if not more: fortheythatfll 
you with delicates., andthat put pounds into your 
—-purfes,you will vifite,and that often:you arewellac. 
quainted withtheir dores, whereas though there bee. 


| 


| 

| 

| 
| | 

| 
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obey as you fay, how fhould wethen fuffer: perfecu~ 


needs erre on the right handorew theleft..Be- 


¥ 


ten poore to onerieh,ofall your followers , yet tis 


know not the way to their dores, nor the place 
_ where they dwellithey are ftrangers , and ynknowne’ 


except they vifit,you: Arenot thefe your procee- 


-dings?I know what I fay, itis pitifull to {ce, how ma- 
_ ny of your poore followers,are in greatand extreme 
wants with their wiues and children: Looke vntoit 

therefore, and repent: for beit knowne vnto you, 

God will raife them out ofthe duft( that you thinke 
not)who fhall Ecclips your light, /acob is. difquieted 
by your meanes,an by youcaufedtoette. 
And for you Mafter Sth and your company® 

here is newes come to England already, that you are 
deuided: and youknow what muft come to adeni- 


dedkingdome,& a houfe againft it felfe. That which: 
cannot ftand, munft fall: and that which cannoteny 
dure, fhallcometo nought. Secke ftrengthofthe 
Lord, and requeft that you may fland in his Courts). 
and dwell in his houfe , whofe pillars endare for- 


But perhaps fome will fay; If wethould yeeld and 


tion, and be afflicted? how fhould we be hated of alk 
Nations (as Chrift faith) for his name 
thefe differences and controuerfies, and all. 
let vs take our pleafure, and (hake hands vith 
the world, andlooke after prefermentsintheearth, 
and promotions asothers doe. 


_Vnwwife man, whatfocuer thou att 
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caufethelaw ofour land doth not perfecuterheefor 
righteoufuefle fake? wilt thou thercfore bedifobe- _ 
dient, and fuffer for thy finnes? Becaufeagodly life 
andperfecution cannot be feperatedinthisworlda: 
funder, as it is written, Whofocuer will live godly 
m Chrift Iefis, mutt fuffer perfecution:andwhofo- 
cuer will be his Difciple,, muft take vp his crofle dai- 
and follow him, wile chou therefore(becaule thou 
‘knoweft not howto takevphisCrofle, norhowto 
godly in Chrift Iefus) Take vp a Croffe of thine 
owne making, and becaufe thou wilt be fureto 47546 
fer, fpeake euill ofthem that arein authority, refit. 
the ordinance of God, and fo fuffer for euilldoing? 
Ifthou be oneof the Lords iuftified faithfull ones, 
thou fhalt finde aduerfaries enow cueryday,though 
and fhould bee onthy fide, andtake 
Dinid, shou King himfelfe, andnone pee is the 
inthe world aboue him but God, yet could hee not nitterofGed 
preuent the mockes and taunts, anddrunken fongs weal 
that were of him, nor yet the manifold enemies that ie 
foulenightand day, wherefore he cruci-’ 
himfelfe, prayed oft with abrekenheartand 


} 


 acontritefpirit, to him that was able co deliuer him | 
frdallthofc his ghoftly enemies, watering cheeks 
and bed full many a time and oft with teares: Learne - 
thereforeto takevp Dawids Croffe, tofufferandto 
 becrucified with him,& with Chrift his Lord,learne 

_ tobe Chrifts Difciple and feruant as Dausd was, and 
tolouethe Lord,and walkein his waies as Dauiddid, . 
and thou fhale enemies chow wil find thee 
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both naturall and fpirituall, thou fhalet not neede to 
goefeckethem, oncly take vp thy Croffe willingly 


thou fhale be furealfoto raigne with him. 


Teweslaide many and greeuous complaints againft 


| Tothenew Seét of 


and with patience:and thenifthou fo fuffer with him, 


Shew me one word inall the new Teftament,that 


requireth theeto futfer for thofe thinges that thou 


pretendeft, or tell mee which of the Apoftles, or 
Chriftians, inthe Apoftles times did fuffer for {pea 
king againtt , or difobeying the law of ceremonies, 
except it were vniuitly: and then Pax! (when 


him which they could not prone) anfweres for him- 
felfe, That he had neither offended any thing againft 
the law of the Lewes, nor againft the Temple, nor 
gainft ¢ie/ar, oncly he fought Chrift lefus, inwhom 
all thofe things which the Lewes called herefie, were. 
accomplitht, and the vfe of them no more of nes 
~ Ifay,fhew mee one that euer did fufter for thofe, 
or the like things that you our Reformifts or Sepa-- 
ratifts,or Anabaptifts doe now pretende: That God 
by his Gofpell and new Teftament, doth approue, 
and we will then acknowledge, ye haue'tive truth a- 


mongityou ,and doe fufter for righteoutnefle: Or 


elie,know this,that you are they the Scripture {peak- 
eth of. Makers of Scéts flefhly having not the {pirit, 
and defpife goucrnement, {peaking euill ofthem that 
are in authority,feparating your felues from others, 
being vp,knowing nothing, doting about que 


taylings Strife,and euill finmifings. 
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Rebaptifed Separatifis. 97 
Andare not thofe,that edifie themfelues in the 
moft holy faith,praying inthe holy Ghoft, andthat 
keepe themfelues in the loue of God, looking forthe 
merc ies ofthe Lord lefus Chrift vato eternal life. 
Anditye foffer tor thefethings,blefledareye. 
Neither thinke that if thou giaeft ouer thy con- 
‘tentions,about thefe differences(ofthine)andfight- 
ings with thaddows , that then thou muftneeds take 
thy pleafure in world, and {hake handes withit, 
and looke after preferments in the earth,and promo- 
tions as others {¢ 


me doe: Neither take me,asifliu- 
ftihe rhofe chat haue turned their heat into coldnes; 
nor yee thofeth with both hands,becaufe 
they will keepe their credite with thofe that arezea- 
lous, and not lofe that neither which they gape for 
Whenfocuer it fals,who are fedde tll they are groffe 
facjand yet gape for more: Thefe are the cun- 
_ninger fort of fub{cribing Reformers, whofpeakee- 
uillofthatin priuate,which they contorin to in pub- 
 licke,whe vnder pretence of preaching the Gofpell 


forthe good of oth 


thers, preachandpleadeforthem- 
felues,and for cheit own praife and preferment, who | 
reigne in their {pitics and word,more like Lords then 
many of thofe wie places,and titles, andhonours, 
 they-fpight and{ eake againft,becaufe itis nottheirs. | 
Neither do Liuftifieany that hauing authority(/more 
Lordes oucr Gods heritage, 
thatloue and greetings , delighting to be 
called Lords affeéting greatly the Fitle Rabby ,fpor- 
ung theimlelues ith affliations of Jacob, that 


tread the holy C tic Terufalem vnder theit feete, as 
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place,or Titles , or power and author Ity whom 


-fore,thogh they come like fheep,prophecying in the | 
nameofChnlt, preaching oftentimes hiswerdand 


fpeaketh ofyet we muft beware of them 
cloathing , whichis their preaching and doétrines, 


Sheepe,But by their fruits faith the Lord ) yee fhall 


know them. 


defire,thar all (that profefle Chrift and-his Gofpell 


butfeare. | 


the Popes and Lords of Rome haue done, and doe. 


ForasI condemne no one for his greatnetfé of 


uer : fo no more doe iuftitte the euill workes ofany, 
bur know andam affured, that whofoeuer he bethat 
doth lone the wages of Ba/am,and doth poft after Ba- 
lakes preferment,as B2/am did , is no bettecthen hee. 
And alfo whofocuer doth the workes ofthe Phari- 
fees and Scribes,and oftheir generation (the fonnes | 
of the whore of Babylon)thall be found ( as indeede 
they are)the very of-ipring ot thofe Scribes andPha- 
rifees: and the children ofthat whore, their mother, 
though they difclaime her neverfo much: and ther-. 


truth,as Ba/am did; and like thofe whom our Sauior 


as of falfe 


Prophets: And we hall know them hardly by their 


2 


for therein they can and doe oftentimes imitate the 


And therefore(efpecially this I iuftific, withand 


and the adininiftration thereof) would take heede, 
they refiftnor tlte power,feeing it is the Ordinance 
of God, and that they would not bee high minded,. 


_Andalo that they, that haue authority and 
er,and a great place.as ther iprofeffe Chrift and 
hus word,and the miniftration thereof : that 


they, 
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they would dog of Chrift in meekenefle 
andlowlines ofheart,louing therighteous ,andem-_ 


bracing thelictle ones thatis the 
gécatelt (hall be as the leaft , and 


e thatischeefe, as. 
him thatferueth, then {hall they bee worthy of dou- 


blchonour. | 
Nowletvs {pcake alittle of fome of the greatcft 


things that God requireth at our handes : the which — 


| 


we haue needeto looke after,to practifeand 


andthe holy G iat is to fay, the true teares of 
repentance,aind 


performe: and that is , to bec borne againe of water 
oft: ‘ares O 
he fire of Gods loue, by the power 


ofthe holy Ghatt: without the which,we fhall neuer 


enter into the ofheauen.And we 


fhould giueto the thinges that bee Ce/ars yet 
are we neuer the neerer co the Kingdome of heauen, 


if except we gitlevnto God the things that areGods. 


Ning of our regeneration, and the firft fteppe of fee- of faithis 


them that feeke him : for no man commeth vnto 
God tobe and reconciled vnto him Godis,andis 
-buthe muft firftbeleeu 
be,and is onely able to faue,and willing ( alfo) and yh¢fecond 


king God after wee beleeue that hee is andis to bee re- 

found. Andthisrepentanceis an vnf{peakeablefor- pentance. 

row for finnes,& defire of reconciliation with God, 
with fucha ee and diffolued heart , as yeeldeth : 


Firft therefore whofoeuer commeth to God, mult the fet 
belecue that God is,and that heis alfo a rewarder of ofthe ipl in 
Vs,Is tO 
lecue that 


that he is,euer was,and (hall found. 
CO.11,0. 


ready to be found of them that feeke him: Now then effe@tofthe 
pirit, to 


the firft worke which the Lord doth worke in vs ef- 
feciuall to faluation, is repentance , andis the begin- mise asid word 


madc and 


forth 
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forth thoufands of teares , fromthe deepe digged 


Well ofwater , broken vp from the bottome of 


his forrowfull heart, wathing, and baptifing it therin, 
_bewailing his wotull and-lott condition in his father 
Advmzand the loathfome vncleannefle of his owne 
_Tife,which the righteous law of God had mott iuftly 
condemned him for, Sighing, and fobbing , beeing 


the third: ef- 


borne and become,euen as water,crying, dnd “eg 


for merey night and day: neuer giuing ouer, till Go 


_ takes pitty vppon him , and fend downe the comfor- 
ter vnto his oppreffed foule, with the fire of his 


itis peace 


uc famezaccording to his promife, made in the flaine 


sloue, to kindle peace therein, and to purge the 


he aflurance 


deGods fuor Lambethe onely mediator betweene God and all 


rorguencs fuch heauy loaded finners,prepared digged,and pow- 


Ofour hinnes, 


red full of water, like £/s.cs his Sacrifice: which fire of 


heanen,doth fo confume,andlickevp, this werte and 
am 3.26. '- well prepared Sacrifice, that the odor thereof is carri- 


ed vp by the comforter,/the holy Ghoft) the Angell 
whichthe Lambe did fend vnto doth carry 
and recarry, from heauen to earth, andfromearthto 
heauen: who(with golden cenfure) doth receiue and 
prefent with much odors that is giuen him,the pray- 
teares of this poore fighing foule: offe- 
ring themvpon the golden Altar, which is before | 
the throane of God:where the fire ofhis loue dooth 
burne night and day : and the {moake of the odors, 
with thew requefts,the cries,and teares,of this dry & 
thirfty foule ,Afcend vp before God out of the An- 
gels hand: who maketh interceffion for him , inthe 
‘mediation ofthe Lambe, Requefting grace and fa- 
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The facrifice of God (faith one)isa 


thy face oh God, euen Jacob my beloued. Secke yee 


nour for him, for the mediators fake , and that hee 


would regard and pitty his foule, whofe mefleng rs, 


thefe cryes and teares are, ftandir p before the face of 


God,anong his Angels to befeene, which grace and 


loue,Goddou rant vnto his Angellforhim:who 

withf{peed taketh the Cenfer and filleth it with the 

fire of the Altar, and haiteth downe to power it vp- 

on this andall fuch like poore thirfty foules. The ioy- 

tulle(t meflenger that any man can haue:bringing 

peace and comfort, lone andioy: Affurirg him itis 

decreedin heaulen,that he fhallliue. And this isto 
beborne of water, and of the holy Ghoft , and thisis 


it which Zohw meaneth when he faith: Ibaptife-you 


water to repentance, but he that commeth a 


ter me,fhal baprife you with the fire, 
roken and con- 7/44 | 


trite heart: A broken and contrite heart (ohGod ) ,, 5. 
wilt not difpife. Thou wilt bindevp the brufed 


reed:and giue fire to the fmoaking Flax. This is the r/al.24.6. 


generation of them feeke him, yea of them that fecke 


my face,my heart anfwered: O LordI will feeke thy 
face. The fecrets of the Lord are opened to them that 


feare him and his couenant ,to giuethem vnderftan- 
| Pfal.és.10, ay 


ding. This is the man that can not onely giue Cé/ar 
the things that: are Cefars, Butto God (alfo) the 
things that are Gods, he offereth eueryday, thefacri- 
fice ofa broken heart fighing, and weeping to fee his 
finnes looke onhim, which heehath caft behinde 
him,mourning to fee bys his,flefh doth ferue finne, 
Whereas his minde doth loue,and delight in the lawe 


of 


Pfal.27 38. 
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vntolhisGod,and doth falute him, before the da 


of Godhislouing father : who hath his heart night 


and day Jattending on his grace:thinking on his mer- 
cies ftill; neuer putting out of minde,whar hee hath 
done for him;alwaies thinking, where euer hee goes, 


_ of hjs moft pretious promifes, wondring at his great 


loue Vetering moft ioyfull voices by himfelfe alone: 
vnexpreflable ioyes in the holy Gh oft hath hee often 
times, and peace paft vnderftanding , thus doth hee 
walke with God andpleafe him. The night watc!zes 
dothhee preuent, andthe Sun rifing to giuc thanks 


fpring. Thus doth God poflefle him,and he him. 

| Ki not thefe thinges true Mafter Sm:th ? (well, 
time wil rell)peraduenture you will objeét, thar I fay 
but prooue nothing:It heere bee nothing 
you may the more ealily difprooue: for no man will 
gaine-fay that which he taketh prooued, if he benot: 


i poffeft with an eaill fpirit. Butit may bee you thinke 
{corne to fight with one that hath no weapon,coun- 


ting it no praife,nor tryumph in fucha victory:well, 
though you will neither nor yield, (as one that 


difdaineth fo meane an offer) yet truth fhall winne, - 
though ye difpife to learne of her,andfcorneto {peak 
“ynto her:But if you doe, yet bethinke your felfe, leatt 


you fhold be thought to be put to filence by a foole, 
and take heed (I pray you )kick not againtt the pricks, 
let not the wifedome of the flefh ouer rule you : Itts 
better,a wile man thould yeilda little toa foole,then 
thatthe wife man fhould die atthe point of rruth:for 
it is (harper then any two edged fword. Take heede 


therefore,and marke well the thinges chat are heere 
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written vnto you,and fearch the Scriptures,whether 
they be fo or ie they areG o p s witnefles, and 
they tell the truth, whateuer man faics:andI pray 
you take heede, youmultake not the Lord: forhis | 
word is amiftery,efpecially thefe things , which are 
calledihe fecrets ofthekingdome ofheauen, 
 Andbewarethat you affirme not any 
hath not nor meant: nor gain-fay,or diminifh 
thing from ir intent, and howfoqier yehaue, 
failed therein already : yet confidering(as I perfwade 
i. my felfe) you are not of thofe, louers and makers of inlet 
thes, forl hope farre better things of you M.Smith, 
} = andtherefore that we may wnderftand the Lord, and 
feehisfecrets, euen the fecrets of hiskingdome: Let 
vsintreate him with broken and humble hearts, for _ 
the fpirit of trueth, Jholy annointing, which is 
not lying : that as it doth teacli vs, euenfo 
we may abide in him, andfo letvs write and {peake. 
 Letysannointour eyes witheyefalue, thatwemay 
fee, euen with She ofadifoluedbrokenhearr, 
and wethall fee better things, then forme and fafhi- 
on. That we may difcerne,betweene thofe that haue 
but the forme of gedlineffe, and them that haue the 
power thereof. That wee may fee and know thofe 
little ones : whomhoreceiue, ts to receiue the Lord: 
_ ancto loue them,whom to loue,is to louethe Lord, 
~  andto loue the Lofd, is life foreuermore. And this. 
 asthat loue, without the which, all knowledge, and. 


all faith, doth-but pn 
For by this loue,we thall know. 


tackling Cimballs! Fo 
that weare tranflated trom death tolite, and by this. 


| 


nakevs as founding brafle, and 


| 


Hi 


Obie? 


An{were. 
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Ob: thy On 


one faith,on¢ bapulme,and fo, 
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lone, we thal approue our felues to. thelittle ONCSs,to 
hauethat one peculiar faith with them, the affurance- 


of theloue of God vnto vs in Chirift elas and of our 


reconciliation with God 


And this is the faith which one {peaketh bt tin a 
certs ine place) to one that would haue beene eftee- 
med,and no doubt efteeming of himfelte too,as ifhe 


had that {peciall peculiar faith which only the Lords © 


redeemed haue. Shew me, Aaitiy he faith by chy 
works, and I will thew thee my faith by my workes: | 


‘Thou faith I graunt thee, and doft beleeue, but 


What?thatthere is one Gud (well) yea and one Lord 


-Tefus Chrift allo, and one holy fpirit, and one faith, 
andone baptifine, yeaand one Church. purchated 


and fanctified by the bloud of rhe Lord lefus 
Anddoft thou belecue all thefe things indeed? thou 
do{t well : buc I tell thee,the diuell doth beleeuc it al- 


fo,and doth tremble: onemay haue faith though 


notthat { veciall faith, nor yérthe fruires that follow 


the fame. One may by faith out diuels, and 


inthe name of Chrilt lefirs, and do many great 
ders, and yet a worker of Miquity. | 
W hat then, doth nor man liue by his faich alone, 


doth works his faith aliue ? 


Man doth liue by his-taith alone, yeathe iutt 
and his faith doth make his works aliue, asthe bran-— 
ches ofa Tree receiue their and life from the 
FOOTE. 
Burt you will fay, wht faith is this you meane, are 
there many kindes of faith? and the Scripture faith, 
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The Scriptures meane, one faith to life, andone 


confounded, and that whofocuer 


, fhall not perish, but haue eternall 


rifme to life 
him, thall noe 
beleeuethin hin 


(as it faith) Whofoeuer beleeueth in #5. 


life: And againe, whofoeuer belecueth and is bapti- Mar.r6.16. 


fed, hall be faued. What then(will you fay) is ther¢ 
-afathandb: aptifine which men may haue,&perith? 
Yea: tor 
Mg its beieeued 
fand more, whi 
iniquity. 


and w x8 baptiled : andmany thou- 
yet fhall te found the workers of 


| 


meane, may itbe ditinguithe fromthe other? 


cleeued, and was baptifed: Simon 4g. ry. | 


Youwill fay then , what faith is that, that you Obiestion 


Ie may: Bue firft, 1 will tell you what | take the th wer. 


word faith tom 


ane , as itis wrought in men in ge- 
God: Itisan perfwafi- 
on, wrought in the heart, by the force and power of | 
tle holy Ghoft, in the revelation of the worde of | 
God, of the truth ofall, or fome,or any of the things 


thereby reuealed} for faith is the cround of thinges Heb, 11, t, 


hoped for, and alfo the euidence of the thinges not 
~ feene. By faith men vnderftand that there is onely 
one God, & thatthe world was created by his | 
By faith men beleeue, that whatfoeuer hath beene 
-faid, or donein the world, by God, his feruants, his 
Prophets and Apoftles, areall true, and were done 
by the power of God: yea by faith men haue and 
doe worke wonders themfelues. As all thefe things 
may be vnderftoode, and done by faith, and yet fuch 
beleeuers and workers(for all cheir 
gocto hell. 


P 
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So thercisainyfterie renealed, that whofoeuer 
doth belecue, fhall not perifh, but thall haue eternall 


Aife: thatistafay,,a word of great grace and mercy 
giuenour, acouecnantof life and peace, of pardon 


and deliuerance , madeto the poore, and broken in 
heart, the Weary andheaui¢ loaden, the lott theepe, | 
the hungry andthirfty, the contrite and broken {pi 
rited, cucato hin that doth repent. And nonecan 


~belecue this Word and promife of life and pardon, 


peculiar faith { 


alluredly to pertain vnto themfelues,but thele alone. 
And ofthis {ecker alone is God found, to him doth 
~ he looke for his fonnes fake, the Mediator of his co- 
‘uenant, and doth write him bleffed, and doth aflure 
_himpardon & reconciliation by his promiled {pirit: 


Whereby he is fealed,& hath fet to his feale,that God 


struc: andis fully aflured, that Godloucthhimin 


Chrift lefus,& that his name is written in the booke 
Of life. And tlils is faith alfo which doth belecue this 
thing, and this isthe thing, that doth diftinguifh be- 


tiveencit and the other: and this faith ifyou wil that 
Tthall definein tew wordes: It isa full and certaine 


periwation, wrought in the poore and broken heart, 
by the comforter, of peace and reconciliation with 
Godin and through Chritt Lefus his Lord ; and this | 
ts the faith which worketh by loue, and this is that 
poken of before,and is but one, & was — 
Nowe concerning that one Baptifine a lite 
more. Asin the olde time, there was Circumacifi- 


-on of the skinne and Circuincifion of the heart, 


| but 


| 
j 
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but the Circumcifion of the heart was the onely 
‘chiefe Circumeaion , which whofoeuer had, was 


onely atrue Iffaelice : So likewife, in this new time, 
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there is the Baptifine of the skinne, and the Bap- 


tifine ofthe heart: but the Baptitme ef the heart, 
is the onely chiefe baptifme,and they chat are fo bap- 
tiled are thie onely true Chriftians and Lrael of God, 


~andis but oneand thefame for euer:Incomparion 


whereofithat which is but outward on the skinne, is 
none at all. 
Andtell mee Mafter Sm/th, are not thefe thinges 
indeede, dare, ou to refit and gain-fay them, do. 
-younotknow that whichis of God fhall ftand, and 
— that whichis ofmen, fhall fall and come to nought ? 


03 8.29, 


Take heede therefore, leaft ye be founda fighter a- 


gaintt God. But you may fay to me,thou art a finfull 


wretch, and if] write againft thee, [write but againft- 


a wretched one. Itis true indeede, and therefore yn- 


worthy I am to write of fpeake of thefe holy things: 


Andas for me, {pareme not for my finnes, but yet — 


let thetruth goe free; for the Lords fake whofe it is, 
and for his se 8 fake to whora it may come,and 
for your owne youdies 34 


Butiome will fay (perhaps) Matter Smith is too 
wile (1 trow) to fi rhe with, orto yeeldeto fucha 
toole, that hath noel mator or minor, butall mi- 


Objection. 


nhimes, too toollitile for his great capacity. Alacke, 
Matter regards itnot, he {carte looked on it, it 
is fo meane, he will not file his hands, to anfwerfuch. 
a clownith difcourfe, that hath not oneartificiall ar- 
gument in it, and fo void of learning, that it hath 


} 
| 
} 


fo muchas method, but plaine likethe plough. A. 
Jacke, Mafter Sw/ths bringing vp hath not beenefo 
Swineheard and Shepheardhke: He isa 
nof{mallreading, and well feene and experiencedin 
Arts. It hee thought his anfwere to Matter C/:/ton, 
would be the leile efteemed, for that heeisheldea 
Weake man (but tiat his allegations and reafons are 
beft plea of the greateil Rabbics themfelues) 
Thinke not that he will weaken his caufe to anfwere 
thee Itit were any of the Rabbies of England, ora: 
nv other harlot whatlocuer, you fhould fee then | 
what he would{ay toit: for alchough Mafter Swath 
doe publish aniweres to Matter C/:ftoz, onc of the 
feparation(on Matter Jo//ons tide)chalenging them: 
elpecially to the combat, yet he proclaimeth, \aying, 
Be itknowne to all the fepararion, that wee account 
them,in re!pect of their cont{titution,cto be as very an 
harlot, as esther her mother England, or her grand- 
mother Rome,out of whofe loines the came. 
As her Mother England! whofe fonne is Ma- 
fter Smith,t one might aske , where was he¢ borne, 
and where had hic his education, and bringin vp In 
England’yeain England. 1s thisakind fonne to vfe 
his mother thus:not onely to runne away from her, | 
like his fellowe brethren, againft whom alfo he doth 
proteftsbuttoraile againtt her fo.1s this your Logick 
fir, was this your bringing vp,hath Art caufed you fo 
much to forget Nature,lfnor grace yet mee thinkes 
light of nature fhould haue taught you better: If 
had beenc bornein Aimerica,or in Rome it felfe: 
very naturemmght haue perfwaded you, that fome 
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might bee there 


tifed Separatifls. 109 


had rather die, then wor- 


though you be fanne out for feare : tell mee whether _ 
canany man runae.in all the world,to mend himfelfe _ 
at this day? And} although your mother England, — 
hath too many dilobedient and froward children, 
yet if you had beens 

at hoine,and if you had recemeda grea- 
-terlight then thereft of your brethren Loue would 
haue forced haue laide downe your lifefor 


them,rather then ithey fhould haue 
therein(confidering alfo what great hope is to 
world, )and not to leauethem in the darke, andcry , 
out,a harlot,a harlot,no Church vifible, nor Chrifti- 
anto be aith,bur the faith of diuels: no Bap- 
tilme, but the marke of the beafte,no Church to bee 
feenein the world,but 1 Smith andmy Coimpa- 
-Isthis your voice?Dare you befo bold 

tofet vp a flag of defiance againft theCity of God? | 
Beitknowne vito you, that the leaft Citizen there- 

Of,ts able to meet¢ both you and all your company 
inte field,and through che ftrength of the Lord 
thereof without either bow or fhield)euen by the — 
word ofhis mo ith,put you all to flight. And forall 
your great bragpes,and flagges: Beeitknownevnto 
you,and vnto i he worldthis day; That his holy _ 
Gitie isin England, euen Ierufalem that is from a- 
bone,and although fhe hath many, yea andtoo ma- 
ay entercomm hath free Denifons, 


eenca Naturall fonne, youwould 


- 
conceiued of England,aboue any one Nation in the’ 


} 
Ke j . 

A 
| 


LothenewSettof 


who pertake of her priuiledges, whofe feete walke in 
our ftreetes, though the world regardit not: and ifye 
will not beleeue me,wipe but your eyes with Sacke- 
cloth,and come and fee,andif you will doe neither, | 
anfwerein the feldjandalchough heerebee neither 
i --Artynor learning, and therefore you know not how 
‘to frame your pen to ftoope fo low: Remember 
where once you were, from whence you came, 
know that reafon brought forth Art, andtherefore 
‘was before: Let Arc then beeing the daughter ( al- 
thongh fhee be fo high)looke downea little to her _ 
motherjand let both,and all,and euery creature bend 
andyeeld vntothe word of the Lord, which fhall 
Andalthough it be none of rhe Rabbies , but one 
ofthevnlearned babies, yet meetehim , feeing hee 
dothaccept the chailenge, but looke well to your 
forehead, for all your Artificiall Armes and skill to 
vfethem,for little Dawd beeing a keeper of fheepe, 
though he knew not how to ftir himfelfe in fuch like 
/ armor,yet comming in the name of the God of I fra- 
cl,from the fheepe,with his fling anda ftone, ftroake 
Gelizh deadly , thathee fell downe, and with his 
owne fword,cut of his head: wherefore looke vnto 
dangerous ftriuing with trueth, for although 
Kings beftrong,and Wine is ftrong , and Women 
-are{tronger then either of both, who beare Kings. 
“andthe planters of Vines, and all Mafters of Artes, 
and {ciences Whatfocuer: yet truth is {tronger thén 
all,and all muft bend,and bow and yeeld to her, leaft 
they dieat the point thereof. Andthoughit come 
out 
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company,r¢ 
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the mout! ofvery babes and fucklings, yet ir 


js tronger then Go/rah withail his forces. ‘Not that 
[defpi ¢learnin reuerence it,and doe acknow= 
biice ray felfe} tobe yvnworthy thereof: but only this, 
proud,to thinke that crueth 
Jearne of itor to! hinke that reafon not rule it, 
andif Art (hould thinke (for itis like Nature, very 
bund trugh ind reafon could ouerfhootit felfe, 
wereitthepart ofan humble daughter, toaun- 
fyereher mothet,with mildnes androtdifdaine. 
Andnow Ma {ter Smith, where you triumph and 
-praifeGod, youlfay inthe end of your anf{wer, pub- 
ithe sbieCtions of one Matter Clifton, af: 
: furing your elf f the trueth of your opinions : fo 
that neither he, nor all the earth, fhall ever be able to 
_ wring them outof your heart and hands. | 


So, and marethen fo, I praife the Lord my God, 


for that he hath affifted me againft you and your lies! 


and Ihaue received fo much more aflurance of the 

-trueth of that: hich haue written vato you, then 

you haue of that! hich you hanefaid, as there is dif- 

ference betweeng a truth andalie. AndLboldly (in 

the name of my Lord, and for his chofen fake) Ghai 

lenge notall che ¢arth, but you,and all , or any one of 

¢ anfwere direftly and without col- 

loring or painting,to that which hath beenefaid, or 
elle to fubcribe it according to your promife. 

- Though thefe things be not ratifiedby you, nor 

Wriiten in your bbokes.yet behold,they are true.and 

although they bebutfew , and goe but fimple, yet 

(hall behad in honow:, when much 


y 


| 


| and: 
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"and many things fhallfaile: not that I prefumevp- . 
ponithe {trength ofmine ownearme, for itislikea 
broken bow,but my ftrength is the Lord, and in him 


Iwill reioyce,andthathee hath written my namein 
tm his booke of life: tor which grace, andall other his 

mercies,his name be praifedtoreuer, Aman. | 
Andthus Matter Swath, thought good to write 
vato you,and to the company with you, of whoml 
hauegreat hope,God wil deliuerthem frétheerrors 
| _and diftractions of thefe times , and that others falles 
— wil! driue you to looke better about you: and al- 


though] haue beene fomewhat bould with you, yet 
I pray you take it not in the euill pare; for truly;God 
is my record,that for his truthes jake,and for his chil- 
_drensfakes , and for your fakes haue I written, that 
you,and we,and all inight perceiue the rrueth , and 
walketherein,and for no otherrefpect » and howfoe- 
uerthefe things might feeme ftrange vnto you, yetif 
you confiderthem well , you fhall finde them notfo 
ftrangeas true. And although thofe little ones, be 
nowimorerare, andmore feldomefeene then the 
truth,in the fielde, yet that which hath beene faide of 


Andlet vs not labour any longer,to cut and fathi- 
on the truth, like our bur let vs ftudie and ftriue 
to become our felues , both in vnderftanding and in 
doing like the truth ; Let vs nor deceiue our felues 
_ ‘with thadowes,for they fly away, but let vs take hold 
of thefu bftanceand roote it felfe, whichisableto 
defend vs in the ftormy day: letvsitoope,and put on 
theyoakeof the Lord, forhe was meéke and 
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Jowly heart,his dwelling was among the little ones, 
and the leaft was the greateft with him, yea he tafted 
his teares with them and wept alfo for chofe whofe 
hearts could nét affoord a teare for themfeluess hee 
fought outthat which was loft, andthebroken did 
he binde vp: This was our Lord, let vs learne of him; 
candthefe wereihis companions, and on earth his dea- 
Butnow alagke,where are thefe litle ones became? 
Doe the high booke of theic proud times,make them 
afhamed to {hewetheir caft-downe Oh come 


forthye habitat 
boldncflem 


| ‘make you bluih, and your face, 
for we haue heard,that he whichis with you, is grea- 
terthenhe chat 


they arefo feld 
they are few: 


ome feene this day ? One thingis, 


ion oftheLord,althogh/ indeed) their 


tis withthem: And whiatis the caufe 


Another thing is, they that fought 


them,mift the way that leddeto their Tents - They | 


fought them vpon the Mountaines , and in the drie 
places; but they were in the Vaileyes among the 
water plathes, filing the Lords bottle with Tcares: 
They fought them among the great, but they were 


ofthe little ones : They fought them among the © 


learned,and men of ereat ftudy and long exper iclice, 


but they were fitting among the little children , wee- 


ping with the tender babes. Andthusthey fought, 
itfound 


and intreatthe Lord with thoufand of teares,to dif- 


folue the drowfiefatnes that droppeth vpon them, — 


we may find the way to the dwellings of his|ic- 


tlcones, where ifohis owne habitation is, andfec 


How harda thing it is to fupprefle | 
thofe harts ofours: Ahlet vs teare them in peeces, 


| 


~ andenter into his Kingdome of heauen , where alfo! 


mentagreat while; birt where is 
Whereis the man that hath crucified the worldto. . 


we may behold thefe his brethren, and loue them, 
and be knowne,and loned of thems; whereby we thal 


allknow,thac our names are written in the booke of 
life, Thefe things let vs ftriue for, icis time now we: 


fhould be eftablithed in the truth, and not be carried 
about ftill with cuery winde. 


Let vs build vpon the Rocke, and then though the. 
floods the winde blow , our building fhall 


ttand: we haue pretended and Gouerne- 


himf{clfejand himfelfe to the world,and hath mortifi- 


ed thefleth with the workes thereof ? Pharifees and. 
‘Hypocrites can make cleane the out-fide , but let vs 
make cleane that which is within: Wolues often-. 


times goe in Sheepes skinnes , but Sheepe neuer in. 


Woluesskinnes. 
There is a Controuerfie this day in the world 
where Chrift fhould be , whereof he hath alfo fore-._ 
toldvs,faying : Many fhal come in my name,and fay, 

here is Chrift,and there, bur beleeuethemnot. 
One faith,] am the firit, and I haue beene of olde, I 
-hauckept the faich,and haue not erred tothisday. 


Another faith, Nay thou lieft, thou haft loft the 


faith,and haft erred from the right way , and art be- 

come a Cage of vncleane Birds this day: but Ihaue 
_ Fecouered that which thou haft loft, andI haue the. 
‘tight vfe ofthe Word and Sacraments, which thou 
haftpolluted:thereforeheishere. 
Thethird comes and{aies, Ye are both Jiers and 
-Harlots,and thou that {pake lait, for thou art norgo-' 


werned. 


ethat iscorrected? 
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es: heis aKing, afwell as aPrictt 
nd thercfore thou lieft alfo: but he is 
‘here with vs,we haue his Ordinances and lawes, and 
 areruled by them,we haue alfo the word andthe Sa. 
craments in their rightkind,and fo he is to vs a King, © 
_ Thenextftands vp,faying, Who is this that boaft- 
eth thus,and reteyneth the baptifine of the Whore? 
Mutt they not peedes bee herchildren , fecing they 
hold her baptifime fufficient,and tc be ine 
aright ? What? Can their baptifine bee 
their Church and Gouernmentnought? Notpofli- 
wherefore ye are alfo deceiued,and he cannot be 
inthe middeft of you as you fuppofe, -— fe 
Buthee is where Antichritt with all his trafhis 
quite abandoned,where all is reformed, bothlifeand 
doctrine : And that is here with vs ,for we hauecaft 
Offall,and haue beganneanew;webaptifenonebut 
men ofyeares and that doe make confeffion ofour 
_ faith,and are of vpright life : wee haue ftrooke the 
might Couenantwith him, thereforeheishere. 
fteppes vp the fift, witha high {pirit, con- 
trouling al,epecially the three laft,accufing them for 
wranglers,and blafphemers,/ ) ye are all lyers, 
you are iangling contentious {pirits,ye feeke Chrift 
_ without you, feeke him withinyou, you a6 think- 
Ing wife-ones,you doe notfo much as, know what 
Chriftis,nor yet what Antichrift is : you condemne | 
that holy auncient father , the Pepe of Rome to bee 
the beaft and man of finne, and all the 
holy orders of their Archpriefts, Priefts,and offices,of 
gall names of good fignifica- 


-uerned by his! 
Prophet, 


good intentionsshauing 


J 
| 
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tion:and all Images, Sacrifices, and Ceremonies’ of 
ood information: to be all blafphemous, Idolatrous 
{upc rititious:and fo blafpheme the holy thinges, 
-vfedin the Catholicke Church of Kome.Not kriow 
ing,that as God didteachthe world, by the orders, 
Sacrifices and Ceremonies, vfed among’ the Tewes, 
till Chrifl came inthe man Iefus : So it pleafed him 
_alfo, to teach the world, by thofe Orders, Images, Sa- 
-crifices, and Ceremonies , vfed in the Catholique 
Church of Rome,vntill the Chrift came againe,now 
— intheend of the world, according to his promifes 
inhis obedient man, /7. XN. by whom hee hath ap- 
pointed,to indge the world , according to the 
tures.Not with tirc and brimitone,vpon mens heads, 
as we fuppofe,but with wife fentences , with darke, 
& parabolousfayings, delivering high things,witha 
high {pirit:teaching, reproouing , and 
the word,being the eight , and the laft brea- 
ker ofthelight: The Archangelandthelaft Trumpe, 
now inthis third andlaft day wherein Chritis 
fitted Andis that Angell flying in the middeht of 
heauen,hauing an cuerlatting Gofpell, to preachto— 
them that dwell vpon the earth: Saying Chriftis nor, 
nor was nota man as yee {uppofe, but holinefle is 
| (Chrift: And he that doth belecueit,is poffible to keep 
all che ten commandements, hath the right faith in 
a | _Chrift, and they that doe attaine to the perfect kee- 
ping of them, arer fen from the dead, according to 
the Scriptures:and as holines is Chrift and the fonne 
of God:So finne is Antichrift and the fonne of the 
diucll. fight therefore againit the Antichrift in your 
{clugs,ouercome the beaft which is the finne,and put 


holiines which is the Chrift, 


| 
| 
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*Putaway therefore all your good thinking, and 
your Scripture learnedneffe, and comeheth 
ked, for here is cloathing enough for you, tell 


r na- ¢ 


you,whofocuer comes to learne at this{choolemuft 
be as {imple and hold himlelfe as ignorant asa litle 
child:for the tree ofknowledge, is the tree of death, 
wherefore it ye will liue, come hether: did not the. 


i diuell tell you,youfhould be as gods, and will yee 


beleeue him ftill:did he deceiule you. once and will 
you not beware:wheretore become fooles that yee 
may be wife. And heere,take this booke: but keepe it © 
‘clofe,for A. N.hath many enemies,efpecially among 
this ing crue. And theftin thou fhalt finde, 


-aninterlude, which if thou marke well,fhall teach 
theeall:and harken no longer to thofe difturbing 
rits:who feed thee with nothing but the forbrd 


fruite.Learne to liue againe in innocency , whercin 


thoufhalt notnot beathamed , though thou fhoul- 


deft naked, asthou didft before : and thou thale 
know nothing but loue,which fhall neuer fade away 


and when thou haft attained to this,thou fhalt be in 


_ Paradice againe:and then take of the tree of life, and _ 


eate,and liue for cuer. 


Andtelme now,ls not here Chrifti \deed,and the 
very true Chriftjand haueI not alfo rohda thee what | 


isthe Antichrift, and many other worthy thinges? 


wherefore ftay heere, and thou (halt wonders in 


the end. 
Thefe are ft 


and wofull times. Arenotthefe 


the dayes which the Lordfore-told: here is Wolues 


in ‘ian cloathing on euery fide, andyetheereare 
ut let others tell chereft, formypart,Lam 


nor all, 


Wear 


* 
: 
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Wolues camefo thick about her,that fhee wes 


S¢a,be throwne downe,and fhall be found no more. 
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weary telling ofthefe. But which way is it poffible. 


fort 
through-a very narrow way, and a ftraight gate, 


¢ little theepe to efcape thefe Wolues? even 


which their Lordinath appointed, and made eafie for. 


them, for they muft efcape: Itis not poffible the E- 
fhould be deceiued, they know them by their 


Thefe are the contentions of our dayes, who fhall 


end the cotrouerfie? This we arefure ofhethat hath 
the bride, is the bridegroome, and fhee which hath 


the bridegroome, is the bride, wherefoeuer thee be. 
She hath begun to fhew her face already, alittle,and 
her voice hath beerf€ heard even in our land: burthe 


to retirea little into the wildernefle againe,but when | 
her appointed time, and yeare,is once come, he (hal 


torth, and end this corftrouerfie, whereby her 


little ones are fo much difmayed: in the meane tine, 
let her poore little children retoyce and be glad, for 
her light {hall fhine cuery day, ftill more and more: 
and as light comes in, darkneffe fhall goe out, how- | 
foeuer things feemeto goe. 
The night is euen paffed, the day begins to break, 
itis bura little while & the Sunne will thine: for the 


‘Morning and euening facrifice mmft bee reftored a- 


Gaine, asin the former time, andin the dayes of old. 


And yet alittle while, and the King of Babell,and his 
_ City both, withall his army, fhall be ouerthrowne. 


And thefong of Afo/¢s, fhall be fungagaines for the 
great City, Rome, fhall be burnt with fire, and like 
the great mill-ftone, which the Angell caft into the 


Then _ 
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Then (hall Ifracll fingin daunces as before, faying, 
Haleluiah: Saluation, andglory, and te to 
our God, for hath triumphed glorioufly, 
~ horfe with his ftately Rider is ouerthrovyne, and his 
pompe turned to the And thena very little 
while, and that day fo long looked for, fhall fhew it 
felte, wherein that poore diftreffed, and defolate wo- 
nan,tofled with cempeft too & fto,who hath folong 
attended, with many a wet cyc, and watchfull looke, 
 andher lamp alwaies ready burning, for the cOming 
of her husband to the wedding day: wherein he wi 
. giue her a crowne ef life, and wipe her eyes for euer 
weeping more: and giue her ioy and gladneffe, in 
ftecd of mourning: and beauty, and everlafting life, 
and glory, in ftead of duft and defolation. — aR 
Great and meruailous are thy workes, Lord’'God 
_ Almighty , true and righteous are thy iudgements, 
King of Saints, who fhall not feare thee, oh Lord, & 


glory to thy name,for thy iudgements are made 


manitelt. Let vs be glad and reioyce,and giue glory 
tohim, for of the Lamb is come, & his. 
Wifehath madeherfclfeready. 


_ Howhath the oppreffor ceafed, andthe gold-thirftie Ba- 
bell refted' Since thon waft latdlow,no hewer camevp: 
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Nd " any man is not 
them,as their faults deferue: Let him confider, if 
open to others all his faults at once, 
deferts, he would take it very vokindly, and veryhardih 
-euer recciue an admonition (at his hands) in yood 
fhould foferue him, Therefore to preuent this euill, 4 
ther to tell be then toy 
en whatahey are , for louc hopeth the be sil info 
affure both them, that no 
euler was more fotwand ghd in outward obferuation§, 
normore about the forme and mannet 
wartiall wafhingsjand all other 
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ing ofhis heart , nor yet to partake in het 
though vnder the cloake of the one, 

art inthe other, Make cleane themes 

‘the infigefirft, and the out-fide fhall bee for 
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Difinen of the true bor and of 
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Publifhed for their conf olation who are married; 
an their encouragment who are not, intendi ing 
the benefit of both. 
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The Hul band i is the Viues head. Eph. 23. 
The Woman is the glory of che Man 1Cor.1t. 
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